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“We are the dawn.  
We are the night.  
We are the travelers  
Who follow the light.”  

 
 

“Not one of us can rest, be happy, be at home,  
be at peace with ourselves,   
until we end hatred and division.”  

John Lewis  
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EDITORIAL:  Rethinking Confederation  
by Dave Greenfield  
The discovery in late May of unmarked graves containing the 
remains of some 215 Indigenous children, buried on the 
grounds of a former residential school near Kamloops, 
reminds us that Canada’s past cannot be buried or swept 
away and forgotten about. Indigenous communities in several 
provinces across the country have asked for assistance in 
locating possible burial sites on the grounds of former 
residential schools, and I very much hope that the federal and 
provincial governments will provide what support is needed 
for locating burial sites and possibly identifying remains.  
 
Of the hundred and sixty thousand Indigenous children who 
attended the church-run residential schools over a period of 
more than a century, some forty-two hundred are 
unaccounted for, meaning they were taken away to attend 
the schools, they never returned to their home communities 
and their surviving relatives have no idea what became of 
them. The strong suspicion is that they died as a result of 
starvation, disease, loneliness and, in some cases, from 
physical abuse.  
 
It is quite appropriate that, in the last few years, as we have 
learned about the full reality of the residential schools, we 
have been taking down statues of John A. Macdonald, the 
man who initiated the schools. John A. Macdonald seems to 
have had something of a white supremacist view. Not only 
did he initiate the residential schools, but he also supported 
the pro-slavery Confederacy in the American Civil War and, 
later in life, campaigned to prevent Chinese Canadians from 
getting the vote. When asked what he thought his greatest 
accomplishment was, he apparently said he thought that 
preventing Chinese Canadians from getting the vote was his 
greatest accomplishment.  
 
One thing is clear. One cannot completely separate the 
residential schools or John A. Macdonald from the Act of 
Confederation in 1867. Macdonald was the main architect of 
confederation, and the residential schools were started with 
the colonialistic desire to destroy the cultures and collective 
memory of Indigenous peoples. It was very cynically believed 
that robbing several generations of Indigenous children of 
their culture and beliefs would cause them to forget their ties 
to the land, forget any memory of the treaties or the principle 
of aboriginal title and enable both white settlers and industry 
to move in and take control of the land with little resistance. 
The residential schools went hand in glove with the vision of 
an expanding Canadian nation.  
 

 
“Battleford Industrial School Cemetery Cairn”  

by Saskg is licensed under CC BY-SA 4.0. 

 
All of these connections pose the question, how should we 
think of the Act of Confederation and the meaning of 1867.  
  
What happened on July 1st 1867 was the union of four British 
colonies:  those of Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick and Nova 
Scotia. It also created a federal parliament in Ottawa with 
perhaps a somewhat greater sense of self-government, but 
we did not get complete independence from Britain. 1867 
was one of several significant dates in the history of the past 
two and a half centuries. I would also include George the 
Third’s signing of the Royal Proclamation acknowledging that 
the Indigenous peoples of most of what is now Canada had 
aboriginal title to the land in 1763, the development of semi-
autonomous parliaments in some of the colonies in the early 
1800s, working class men getting the vote in 1870, women 
getting the vote in 1919, the signing of various treaties from 
the 1870s onward, making the Supreme Court of Canada the 
highest court in the land, (replacing the British high court) in 
1931, and finally adopting our own Canadian constitution 
with a Charter of Rights and Freedoms in 1982. A careful look 
at our history reveals that Canada became what it is 
gradually, step by step, and, in many ways, we are still 
evolving.  
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Battleford_Industrial_School_Cemetery_Cairn.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:Saskg&action=edit&redlink=1
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
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In 1967, we went all out to celebrate the centennial of 
confederation. Many individuals, groups and communities 
had “centennial projects”; Montreal played host to Expo 67; 
in Saskatoon we built the Centennial Auditorium, while a 
town in Alberta built a UFO landing strip. The author of a 
recent book about the 1967 centennial celebrations called it 
the year that Canadians found their country and lost their 
minds.  
  
Knowing what we now know about Macdonald and the 
attempt at cultural genocide toward the first peoples of this 
land, I am rather doubtful as to whether we can celebrate the 
bicentennial of confederation in 2067 with the same wild 
abandonment and joy.  
  
As we approach the year 2060, we may find ourselves faced 
with an interesting choice. Should we celebrate the 
bicentennial of confederation in 2067, or should we celebrate 
the tricentennial of the 1763 Royal Proclamation of Aboriginal 
Title in 2063?  
  
If we come to see our land as a land of many nations, First 
Nations, Metis Nations, the Inuit Nation, the Quebec Nation 
and various regional eco-nations, and if we come to see this 
land as a partnership among these nations, rather than as one 
expansionary empire, then commemorating the Royal 
Proclamation of 1763 as our founding moment, rather than 
the Act of Confederation in 1867, will make a lot of sense.  
  
Which of these events we choose to celebrate, once the 
2060’s roll around, will show how we have evolved as a 
society on the northern part of Turtle Island.  
  
Regards to All  
 
 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR LEADER  
We are in a wonderful period of growth for the Saskatchewan 
Green Party. Following a constitutional reform and a more 
than 300 per cent increase in membership, we are building 
into our party structure the kind of Participatory Democracy 
called for in our Green Values. Real decision-making power is 
to reside in local constituency associations (CA). In each of 61 
such CAs, the local members will be the ones to choose their 
candidate, bring policy resolutions to convention (AGM) and 
help represent the party to their neighbours.  
 

I am happy to announce that the first of our new constituency 
associations was set up on June 11 in Regina Douglas Park, 
my great Deputy Leader Victor Lau’s long-time constituency. I 
was there for a wonderful visit following an inaugural 
meeting carefully based on new rules and past experience. 
This important first meeting can serve as a model for future 
CAs.  
  
So, talk this over with your local Green friends. Victor and I 
and other helpers can come join a meeting (with snacks!) at a 
socially-distanced, Covid 19-safe outdoor event in your area 
this summer. We can help organize your meeting.  
  
Are you the only Green in your area? Feeling isolated? I 
would be happy to come and meet just with you. I am a 
farmer -- I know what it’s like to be in an isolated area in 
Saskatchewan and to feel like no one nearby thinks like you 
do. I see huge value in our having at least one “contact 
person” in a given constituency -- perhaps that could be you. 
If we can’t form a constituency association right away in your 
area, one person could be enough to help us grow.  
  
The provincial Saskatchewan Green Party and the federal 
Green Party of Canada are separate entities. Many think we 
are an integrated party but we are not. If you are a GPC 
member, we would love to have you join the Saskatchewan 
Green Party as well and be a part of this exciting period of 
participatory democracy in action.  
 
This has been a difficult year for many. I don’t think any of us 
thought the pandemic and resulting restrictions would last as 
long as they have. If you ever want to talk or share something 
that you feel we could work on together, I would love to hear 
from you.  
  

Please also remember that the Weaver is a member-run 
newsletter/magazine. We welcome submissions for 
consideration in every issue. This can be a great way to 
let like-minded individuals know about and offer 
support for local issues in your area.  
 
We are all the Green Party. We are a member-driven party 
and work together from the ground up! Power to the People!  
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Naomi Hunter  
Leader, Saskatchewan Green Party  
1-306-561-8880 
naomihunter@saskgreen.ca 
https://linktr.ee/NaomiHunterGP 
https://www.instagram.com/naomi.ness6/ 
https://www.tiktok.com/@naomihunter04 
https://www.facebook.com/NaomiHunterGPC 
Twitter:  @GpcHunter 
www.naomihunter.ca 
 

 
 

OPINION PIECE:   
Macdonald Legacy Begs for Correction  
by Florence Stratton  
In his recent letter about the removal of the John A. 
Macdonald statue from Victoria Park, a reader uses the word 
“mistakes” to describe Macdonald’s policies towards 
Indigenous peoples.  
 
Macdonald very purposefully used genocide as a means to 
dispossess Indigenous peoples of their land so he could make 
the Canadian nation.  
 
In 1878, Macdonald implemented a policy of starvation 
against Indigenous peoples living in the area that was to 
become Saskatchewan. His goal was to force Indigenous 
peoples on to reserves and thus clear the plains for white 
settlement. In Macdonald’s words:  “We are doing all we can 
by refusing food until the Indians are on the verge of 
starvation.”  
 
Macdonald was also responsible for establishing the 
residential school system, schools that were designed to strip 
Indigenous children of their cultures and languages and to 

drill into them the superiority of white colonial culture.  
 
Both these policies meet the criteria of genocide under the 
definition provided in the UN Convention on Genocide:   

• ARTICLE II c: “Deliberately inflicting on the group 
conditions of life calculated to bring about its 
physical destruction in whole or in part.” 

• ARTICLE II e: “Forcibly transferring children of the 
group to another group.”  
 

The reader mentioned above is right in saying we need an 
honest reckoning with Canada’s colonial legacy. But we’re not 
going to get it from a statue that celebrates the racist and 
genocidal project of Canadian colonialism.   
 
Let’s hope that the education system, itself likely in need of 
decolonization, is up to the challenge. In the meantime, 
settler Reginans can embark on a self-decolonizing project, 
relying on materials recommended by Indigenous community 
members.  
 
This letter appeared in the Regina Leader-Post May 4, 2021. 
(The name of the fellow reader whose letter Florence 
Stratton is answering has been omitted.)  
Reprinted with permission of author.  
 
 

LYRICS:  A Song About John A. Macdonald  
by Dave Greenfield  
John A. Macdonald 
What do you have to say,  
There in your southern 
Ontario grave?  
To some you were a hero.  
To some you were a friend.  
But to the first peoples of this land 
They knew you wouldn’t stop 
‘Til they were ethnically cleansed.  
  
John A. Macdonald 
There is no excuse.  
You were a master of genocide.  
The word must be used.  
Some kill with the death squad,  
The gas chamber and the gun.  
But you killed with disease and hunger,  
And starvation  
‘Neath the western Canadian sun.  
(continued)  

tel:1-306-561-8880
mailto:naomihunter@saskgreen.ca
https://linktr.ee/NaomiHunterGP
https://www.instagram.com/naomi.ness6/
https://www.tiktok.com/@naomihunter04
https://www.facebook.com/NaomiHunterGPC
https://twitter.com/gpchunter?lang=en
http://www.naomihunter.ca/
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John A. Macdonald  
We think we’ve come far,  
But still you are boasting  
About your damn CPR.  
You built the big railway  
From coast to coast,  
But who will answer the questions posed  
By history’s ghosts?  
 

 
Image by David Mark from Pixabay 397901 

  
John A. Macdonald  
What God did you serve,  
Using food as a weapon  
To force First Nations peoples  
On to reserves?  
I learned about you  
And your national dream,  
But they never did tell us about  
Your deadly genocidal scheme.  
 

John A. Macdonald  
Was it all just a game,  
Taking care of business  
Clearing the plains,  
Settling white folks  
From near and from far?  
One day we must turn and wonder  
Exactly who we are.  
  
John A. Macdonald  
What do you have to say?  
How many thousands  
Did you send to their graves?  
The prairie wind blows.  
The flowers bloom in May,  
But the past is alive in the present.  
It has not gone away.  
  
The prairie wind blows.  
The flowers bloom in May,  
But the past is alive in the present.  
It has not gone away.  
 
 

REJUVENATION OF CANADA’S PEACE MOVEMENT  
by Ed Lehman  
In the Winter Solstice 2020 The Weaver, Naomi Hunter 
reminded us:  “The climate crisis is closing in.” For many, the 
climate crisis has already closed in, with fire, flood and 
drought forcing people to flee their homes and home 
countries. The climate emergency demands a sense of 
urgency and a global perspective.  
 
While millions of people already suffer climate catastrophe, 
many of them and millions of others are directly or indirectly 
affected by militarism and war. Armed conflict is being 
furthered by climate change, in many countries, and also by 
policies that have proven, over and over, their useless and 
dangerous nature.  
 
In the 1980s people around the world rallied against the U.S. 
president Ronald Reagan’s “Star Wars” system, including folks 
across Saskatchewan (See David Greenfield, Summer Solstice 
2020 Weaver). These global efforts resulted in agreements 
which curbed the arms buildup and allowed people to sleep 
easier. But the idea of launching and winning a nuclear war 
was not let go.  
 

https://pixabay.com/users/12019-12019/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=397901
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=397901
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NATO still operates on the premise that it can start and win a 
nuclear world war, as if there can be a winner. U.S. Pentagon 
planning has not rejected conventional or nuclear war vs. 
China and/or Russia. To this day, no U.S. president has been 
prepared to sign a Treaty to Prevent Nuclear War (TPNW).  
 
For 70 years (since shortly after the founding of the World 
Peace Council and Canadian Peace Congress) peace workers 
have campaigned around the globe for a total nuclear 
weapons ban. The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 
Weapons was launched in January of this year (See articles on 
TPNW in the Winter Solstice 2020 Weaver). As Evelyn Tischer 
warns in her Regina Leader-Post letter of March 2, “A nuclear 
holocaust could happen by accident or design due to planned 
use of nuclear weapons. That is why all countries should join 
the TPNW.” Just as with the climate crisis, urgency is 
required.  
 

 
Image by S. Hermann & F. Richter From Pixabay 3043067  

 
The TPNW bans development, production, acquisition, 
transportation and threat of use of nuclear weapons. 
However, the Canadian government, taking its lead from the 
U.S. and NATO, has thus far refused to sign this historic 
treaty, despite strong support from the Canadian public, as 
shown in a recent Nanos public opinion poll.  
 
While the Canadian government has refused to contribute to 
the global movement away from nuclear war, it plans to 
increase investment in conventional and nuclear war 
preparations. Its military spending is to increase from the 
current $25.3 billion to over $32.5 billion by 2026-27, an 
increase of 28.5% in only 5 years. This includes allocations for 
new fighter jets, new frigates, battle tanks, weaponized 
drones and a new space shield.  
 

The last 3 years have witnessed the beginnings of a 
rejuvenation of Canada’s peace movement. This includes:   

• Efforts, joined by scientists and educators, to compel 
the Canadian government to sign the Treaty to 
Prohibit Nuclear Weapons;  

• a strong nationwide campaign to stop the purchase 
of 88 new fighter jets, led by the Canadian Voice of 
Women and its allies;  

• The campaign to free Meng Wenzhou, held by 
Canada at the request of the Trump administration, 
spearheaded by the Hamilton Coalition to Stop War;  

• Canadian peace organizations combining forces with 
groups fighting global warming, racism and social 
injustice;  

• Peace activists have come together to form World 
Beyond War; and the new Cross Canada Peace and 
Justice Network is gaining chapters;  

• New Palestinian support groups and Mideast peace 
groups have been formed in Canadian cities. Just 
recently, demonstrations to protest ethnic cleansing 
in east Jerusalem have taken place.  

 
A new, independent foreign policy based on peace is gaining 
in popularity and is being advocated by the Canadian Peace 
Congress, which notes that “...for far too long Canada’s 
foreign policy has been rooted in its adherence to the 
western alliance led by the USA, and which serves the 
economic, political and strategic power interests of a select 
influential group of Canadian wealth and privilege, at the 
expense of the social and economic needs of the people of 
Canada and the cause of peace.”  
 
The Canadian Peace Congress has advanced A Peace 
Alternative with eight key components:   

1. Includes proposals for nuclear disarmament 
including signing and ratifying the UN Treaty on the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW).  

2. Includes proposals to cut the planned increase to the 
arms budget, cancel the procurement of new 
weapons, and re-direct funds toward environmental 
protection and other social needs. 

3. Includes proposals to uphold international law such 
as rejecting Canadian participation in regime change 
operations; also, proposals to remove Canadian 
sanctions, such as on Venezuela and Iran; proposals 
to restore diplomatic relations, re-open embassies 
and assume an active role against the promotion of a 
Cold War atmosphere. 

https://pixabay.com/users/pixel2013-2364555/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=3043067
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=3043067
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4. Includes proposals for general disarmament, 
including Canada’s ending its involvement in the 
international arms trade and its training of foreign 
military forces. 

5. Includes proposals to refuse participation in the US 
Ballistic Missile Defense (BMD) system, oppose plans 
to “modernize” North Atlantic Air Defense (NORAD) 
and instead withdraw from it, and support 
international efforts to reinstate the Anti-Ballistic 
Missile (ABM) Treaty. 

6. Includes steps to accept the formation of a viable 
and sovereign Palestinian state, achieve peace in 
Syria and support a negotiated resolution of the 
conflict between the US and Iran. 

7. Includes proposals to defend the environment and 
support climate justice. Immediate steps called for 
include measures to achieve reductions in carbon 
emissions; investments in research and development 
of renewable energy and energy-efficient products; 
support for an International Treaty declaring the 
High Arctic as a military- and resource extraction- 
free zone; and ending the current practice of 
excluding carbon emissions from the records of 
Canadian military operations in determining the 
national “carbon footprint.” 

8. Calls for Canada to end participation or membership 
in military alliances. It concludes with a statement 
urging action “to combat global poverty, illiteracy, 
famine and forced migration due to war and/or 
environmental devastation. Canada must place the 
interests of the world’s people --especially the most 
impoverished and marginalized -- ahead of corporate 
interests and the drive to profit.” 

(SOURCE:  A Peace Alternative for Canada from the Canadian 
Peace Congress https://www.canadianpeacecongress.ca) 
  
Ed Lehman is an executive member of the Canadian Peace 
Congress and is the editor of Saskatchewan Peace News, 
published by the Regina Peace Council. He recently received a 
Lifetime Achievement Award For Global Citizenship from the 
Saskatchewan Council for International Cooperation. 
 

PODCAST:   
Food for Thought at Politics On The Prairies   
If you have never heard of Saskatchewan’s own “Prairie 
Garden Seeds”, now is your chance to hear from the owner 
himself! Check out Politics on the Prairies on any podcast 
platform to hear from Jim Ternier as he talks about his 
fascinating collection of garden seeds, some dating back to 
medieval periods. Jim tells us about what got him into the 
business and how the landscape has changed during his time 
gardening in Saskatchewan.  
 

Click here to listen! 
 
Find Ryan Koltalo’s podcast Politics On The Prairies on 
AnchorFM.  “A podcast where we discuss politics in Western 
Canada and beyond.” 
 

 
Reprinted with permission from Ryan Koltalo. 

 

https://www.canadianpeacecongress.ca/
https://anchor.fm/politicsontheprairies/episodes/Food-for-Thought-with-Jim-Ternier-eqk4q8
https://anchor.fm/politicsontheprairies
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POEM:  Cold Equations  
by Dave Greenfield  
The cold equations of the cold machine  

That calculate in dollar signs and slots,  
Forever crucifying, drawing lots  

And ruling with a callousness obscene,  
These calculations, morbid, gaunt and mean  

That keep the privileged in their private yachts  

While forcing other folks to dwell in squats  

And driving others to the vast has been,  
  
These tainted scales of empire do not bite  

Nor frighten me into a silent fear.  
Instead, they call me, heart and soul, to fight  

To make oppression’s gargoyles disappear,  
And dream Earth’s truths shall triumph over might  

And justice triumph over profiteer.  
 
 

VIDEO:  Edwards and Bischoff Discuss Small 
Modular (Nuclear) Reactors  
Below is a link to a recording of this discussion with Gordon 
Edwards and Angela Bischoff on May 19, 2021. It is entitled 
“Time for Action:  Do Small Modular Nuclear Reactors (and 
for that matter, Large Nuclear Reactors) Have a Place in 
Solving the Climate Crisis?” (Running time is 1:15:41.)  
 

Click here to watch the video. 
 
Angela Bischoff is a long-time environmental activist who, for 
many years, has worked for the Ontario Clean Air Alliance and 
who publishes an anti-nuclear electronic newsletter called No 
Nukes News.  
  
Dr. Gordon Edwards is the long-time president of the 
Canadian Coalition for Nuclear Responsibility (CCNR) who has 
been active in opposing the nuclear industry since the 1970s.  
  
Both bring a fair amount of thought and experience to their 
discussion about small modular nuclear reactors.  
  
(Gordon apologizes for a slip of the tongue during the discussion. He 
accidentally stated that India exploded their first atomic bomb in 
1964 using Canadian reactor technology. In fact, it was in 1974 that 
it happened. Still the same issues apply.)  

REFLECTIONS ON THE GLOBAL CRISIS OF FORCED 
DISPLACEMENT  
by Mark Bigland-Pritchard  
The Charter of the Global Greens states:   
“We assert that the key to social justice is the equitable 
distribution of social and natural resources, both locally and 
globally, to meet basic human needs unconditionally, and to 
ensure that all citizens have full opportunities for personal 
and social development.”  

 
One of those basic human needs is the need for a secure 
home, free from war, violence and oppression.  It’s a need 
that is denied to increasing numbers of people.  According to 
the United Nations High Commission for Refugees, the 
number of forcibly displaced people in the world has risen 
from just over 40 million in 2010 to 79.5 million in 2019.  (For 
comparison, the population of Canada is about 38 million.)  
 
The core of my current paid work is applying for small 
numbers of those people to come to Canada under the 
federal government’s Private Sponsorship of Refugees 
scheme, and supporting volunteer groups as they help the 
newcomers to adjust to a strange new culture.  
 
Just to be able to help a few people this way is a precious 
thing.  It is rewarding work, as I see people building a new life 
with hard work, determination, resilience and community 
solidarity – and contributing to the common good in their 
new country when they are sufficiently established to do so.  
But the programme which I manage can only help a few.  To 
understand how few, let’s look at how that 79.5 million is 
constituted.  
 
The majority of that number – 45.7 million – are internally 
displaced people, who have not crossed an international 
border and so cannot avail themselves of internationally-
recognised refugee rights.  Another 7.8 million are either 
refugee claimants – people whose status has not yet been 
established – or Venezuelans who have fled the recent 
disorder in their country.  Of the remaining 26 million people, 
the best plan for most is to seek a durable solution either in 
their immediate country of refuge or by returning home 
when conflicts have resolved.  But the UNHCR estimates that 
about 1.4 million need to find a permanent home in a third 
country – this is referred to as “resettlement”, and it is where 
Canada’s government-assisted and privately-sponsored 
programmes are designed to help.  
 

https://youtu.be/OqmNfSuzYRo
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In 2019, just short of 108000 refugees were resettled to a 
variety of stable third countries.  (About one-third of those 
came to Canada, which currently leads the world following 
serious cut-backs in the USA and Europe.)  At that rate, it will 
take 13 years just to clear the “backlog” – and meanwhile 
more and more people will become displaced.  Every one of 
those cases is a real human being, somehow surviving in the 
most extreme of circumstances.  
 

 
Image by Here and now, unfortunately, ends my journey on Pixabay 

From Pixabay 929109 

 
While valuing deeply the hard work, care and support of the 
volunteers that I resource, it is clear that our resettlement 
efforts are not enough.  We need to ask why people are 
displaced.  We need to look at the root causes and where 
possible take action to address them.  Generally, we can 
blame ethnic violence, or a tyrannical government, or 
religious persecution.  But usually when we look beneath the 
surface we find a more complex picture, and often one in 
which we have to acknowledge that Canada is benefitting 
from injustice.  
 
Every example is different, but let’s look at a few.  
 
From 2006 to 2011, much of Syria suffered the worst drought 
on record.  The sheer intensity of this drought cannot be 
ascribed to natural variations in the weather – there is little 
doubt that climate change was a major factor.  Nearly 85% of 
livestock died.  Whole fields of crops withered away.  Farmers 
lost their livelihood; but the government of Bashir Assad did 
virtually nothing to help.  Nearly a million rural people 
crowded into the cities:  but there were not enough jobs, 

water shortages became acute and food prices rose.  Starting 
in the southern city of Daraa, city-dwellers and their new 
neighbours from the failed farms joined together to protest 
against the government, and were violently repulsed.  Faced 
with this oppression, new armed groups emerged out of the 
(initially non-violent) resistance, and existing jihadist groups 
such as Isis and Al-Nusra saw their opportunity.  The result:  a 
civil war which has not yet ended, one-third of the country’s 
population fleeing the country and another one-third 
displaced internally.  
 
In Somalia, climate change has also played a role.  Existing 
inter-clan disputes over territory – compounded by the 
presence of the violent jihadists of al-Shabaab - have 
intensified as more frequent droughts have made the land 
less productive.  Nearly a million people have fled the 
country, and over two-and-a-half million are internally 
displaced.  A similar pattern is now playing out in several 
countries across the Sahel, in South Sudan, and in some of the 
several inter-ethnic conflicts within Ethiopia.  
 
The eastern part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo is 
the source of over 65% of the world’s cobalt (used in 
batteries), 80% of the world’s tantalum (used in cellphones) 
and about a quarter of the world’s diamonds, as well as 
substantial quantities of copper, gold, tin and tungsten.  It is 
therefore a place of extreme interest for mining corporations.  
Indirect displacement is not uncommon:  people are put in a 
position of having to relocate due to mining and exploration 
activities, for example by redirection of essential water 
supplies.  On occasions, parts of a population are forcibly 
displaced to make way for a mine.  Furthermore, the context 
in the eastern DRC is one of longstanding ethnic conflicts, 
with several ruthless militia groups funding themselves from 
the mineral trade:  while their focus of activity is primarily on 
local artisanal mines rather than large corporate operations, 
the resulting minerals end up mostly in the industrialised 
world.  About 5 million people are internally displaced in the 
DRC, and nearly another million have fled the country.  The 
Congolese people that my office helps bring to Canada have 
mostly escaped violence of unimaginable brutality, often 
meted out over many years.  
 
In Yemen, a complex civil war attracted the military 
intervention of heavily-armed neighbours Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates, seeking to reverse gains made by 
Shi’a Houthi rebels.  While UAE forces have withdrawn, Saudi 
air raids and land assaults continue, with devastating impact 
on the civilian population.  Over 3.6 million have fled their 
homes, and 24 million are in need of humanitarian assistance.  

https://pixabay.com/users/alexas_fotos-686414/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=929109
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=929109
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Canada – and especially Saskatchewan – is failing to seriously 
address its greenhouse emissions.  Canada is officially home 
to three-quarters of the world’s mining corporations, 
including several which have failed to meet basic human 
rights standards in the DRC or elsewhere.  And Canada has 
continued to export military equipment to Saudi Arabia.  
 
While Canada can rightly be proud of its pioneering 41-year-
old private refugee sponsorship programme (now being 
copied in several other countries), charitable goodwill is only 
part of what is needed.  Justice for the world’s displaced 
demands, at a minimum, that:   

• Both federal and provincial governments must 
address the climate emergency with measures 
commensurate with the findings of the latest 
science.  The Climate Action Network has been 
calling for a 60% emissions cut by 2030, combined 
with $4 billion a year of aid to low-income countries 
earmarked for emissions reduction through green 
transition and development plans.  To this I would 
add a similar amount earmarked for climate 
adaptation – enabling countries to find ways to 
adjust to unavoidable climate impacts, some of 
which are already hitting them. 

• Legislation be put in place to enforce full 
transparency as to the source of all imported 
minerals, enabling “blood minerals” to be banned. 

• Legislation should be put in place to enable serious 
financial and contractual sanctions against mining 
corporations which commit, enable, collude with or 
profit from human rights abuses abroad. 

• Military exports to oppressive and invasive regimes 
should be banned – with Saudi Arabia the first on the 
list. 

• Canadian development aid (which should be in 
addition to the climate aid mentioned above) should 
be raised to at 0.7% of gross national income – the 
level proposed for all wealthy countries by the 
Pearson Commission in 1969 and approved by the 
UN General Assembly in 1970, but never achieved by 
Canada.  Canada’s current figure is 0.28%.  

 
Mark Bigland-Pritchard is Migration and Resettlement 
Coordinator with Mennonite Central Committee 
Saskatchewan.  He has run for office as a Green candidate 
twice federally (2011 and 2015) and once provincially (2011).  
He is active in Climate Justice Saskatoon and in the recently-
formed national faith-based campaign FOR THE LOVE OF 
CREATION. 

 

PETRA KELLY:  Nonviolent Eco-Warrior  
A discussion of the life and activism of Petra Kelly 
with something of a review of her book 
“Nonviolence Speaks To Power” 
by Dave Greenfield 
The publication of Shaena Lambert’s recent novel “Petra, a 
novel about Petra Kelly”, has, at least momentarily, brought 
into focus Petra Kelly, the historical person who co-founded 
the Green Party of West Germany in 1979-1980, and who 
was, internationally, the most recognized spokesperson of 
the West German Greens for its first decade.  
  
After reading Lambert’s novel, I decided that, rather than 
reviewing her novel, I would say a few words about the novel 
and then, instead, pay tribute to Petra Kelly the activist and 
then review the last book that Petra wrote in her lifetime, 
“Nonviolence Speaks to Power”.  
 

 
Image of Petra Kelly in Public Domain 

 
Shaena Lambert’s novel “Petra” is a novel, not a biography. 
Most of the characters have fictional names and, by 
Lambert’s own admission, often represent two or more 
historical figures rolled into one. Events described in her 
novel are sometimes re-situated in time.  
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For a more accurate story of the life of Petra Kelly, I 
recommend Sara Parkin's biography, “The Life and Death of 
Petra Kelly” first published in 1994.  
  
Petra Kelly, in her younger years, hovered around the edges 
of the political scene, being a student in the U.S. at the height 
of the anti-Vietnam War protests of the late 1960s, but not 
actually participating in the protests, being involved 
somewhat on the edge of the Robert Kennedy campaign in 
1968, and later, in the late seventies to early eighties, 
working at the headquarters of the European Commission in 
Brussels.  
  
In the late seventies, she emerged as a strong speaker in the 
movement against nuclear power in West Germany, and 
began to envision the idea of founding a new political party 
based on ecology, feminism and nonviolence. In 1979, this 
party came together, calling itself the Greens or die Grunen, 
and in February 1980, they held their first convention at 
which they adopted many initial policies and adopted the 
four basic principles of the West German Greens:  Ecology, 
Social Justice, Grass Roots Democracy and Nonviolence. 
Petra, from the beginning, was a key spokesperson and was 
credited with being the key driving force behind what the 
party became in its first decade. In 1982, Petra received the 
Right Livelihood Award for bringing the principles of peace, 
ecology and human rights together.  
  
Her vision of a Green Party was that of a party that would 
have one foot in the parliaments and legislatures and one 
foot in the streets, i.e., in the green and progressive social 
movements. She sometimes referred to this vision as that of 
an anti-party party, a party that tried to avoid the 
bureaucratic and cynically pragmatic tendencies of most 
parties. In March of 1983, twenty-seven Greens were elected 
to the West German national parliament or Bundestag. While 
Petra, as one of the twenty-seven, had a strong voice, there 
were others among the Green parliamentary caucus who had 
more opportunistic views on how the party should conduct 
itself.  
  
One of the other Greens elected to the Bundestag was 
Joschka Fischer, a former anarchist who, once he was elected, 
seemed to like power and how to use it opportunistically. He 
became the leader of the Realo faction, a faction that 
believed in Realpolitik, and very quickly became focused on 
the idea of forming a coalition with the Social Democrats to 
achieve particular policy outcomes.  
  

By the late 1980s, Petra Kelly, while she remained quite 
popular internationally, had become increasingly 
marginalized in the party she had founded. She remained 
something of an idealist who stressed the deep inter-
connectedness of all issues, and wanted to see deep systemic 
change in all areas.  
  
Her book, Nonviolence Speaks to Power, is a collection of six 
speeches and three essays that she wrote between the 
summer of 1987 and the summer of 1991. These were years 
which saw dramatic change in Europe with the fall of the 
Berlin Wall, the dissolving of the Eastern Bloc, and, in Petra’s 
view, the quick snuffing out of the revolutionary energy that 
had led to the fall of the old neo-Stalinist governments, as 
western capitalism quickly moved in to Eastern Europe to 
claim the spoils of the transformation for capitalism. These 
years also saw the emergence of climate change as an issue, 
the First Gulf War, and the withdrawal of the Cruise and 
Pershing II missiles from Western Europe.  
  
In her speeches and essays in this book, Petra shows a wide 
range of concern for and knowledge of the issues of the day. 
She conveys a solid opposition to the nuclear industry, 
expressing concern with all of the links on the nuclear chain 
from uranium mining to nuclear power plants to nuclear 
waste and nuclear weapons. She expresses concern with 
chemicals in our food, water and air, and with the dumping of 
toxic chemicals by the global north in the global south. She 
expresses solidarity with Indigenous peoples on several 
continents as well as with occupied peoples such as the 
people of Tibet. As an eco-feminist and peace feminist, she 
celebrates the leadership of women in the peace and 
environmental movements and her sense of being part of a 
strong sisterhood of women activists around the world.  
  
As an activist turned parliamentarian, she expresses her 
frustration at how her efforts for peace, ecology and justice 
for oppressed groups were often mocked and blocked by her 
fellow parliamentarians including her fellow Greens. She 
expresses many times her desire for a truer shade of Green 
Politics to prevail which would remain true to the founding 
principles of the Greens in both content and process.  
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On October 19th 1992, Petra Kelly and her long-time partner, 
Gert Bastian, were found shot to death in their home in Bonn. 
The Bonn police concluded that Gert had shot Petra and then 
shot himself. This tends to be the predominant view, with a 
few different theories about what may have caused Gert to 
go over the edge. Others believe it may have been a third-
party assassination designed to look like a murder suicide.  
  
Gert Bastian was a former general who resigned from the 
military in 1980 over the issue of stationing Pershing II 
missiles in Western Europe and became a peace activist, 
beginning his relationship with Petra later that year. It is quite 
possible, being from a military background, that he may have 
resorted to the violent act of murder and suicide during a 
personal emotional crisis. It is also possible that there were 
those who wanted Petra and Gert dead badly enough to 
resort to assassination.  
  
Regardless of what exactly happened, it was a shock to all 
those who knew Petra and Gert, and it is a tragedy to think 
that Petra who had just completed this book, “Nonviolence 
Speaks to Power” died so violently.  
  
Like the writings of Gandhi, King or Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 
Petra’s writings and speeches speak, at one level, to the time 
and place in which she lived and acted, (about a fourteen 
year stretch from 1978 to 1992), but speak, on another level, 
to all times and places for whom questions of peace, ecology, 
freedom from oppression and a commitment to honest and 
democratic means are primary concerns.  
 
 

POEM:  The Activist  
by David Greenfield  
The activist who dies young  

Becomes a saint,  
Because he or she  

Has made no compromise.  
  
Allison Krause, Sandra Scheuer,  
Bill Schroeder and Jeff Miller,  
Killed at Kent State, May 4th 1970,  
Phillip Gibbs and James Green,  
Killed at Jackson State College  

Eleven days later.  
  

Buddy La Mont  
Killed at Wounded Knee,  
Joe Stuntz,  
Killed in the Oglala shoot-out,  
Karen Silkwood  

Killed by the nuclear industry.  
  
Jean Donovan, Maura Clarke,  
Ita Ford and Dorothy Kazel,  
Killed by a National Guard death squad  

In El Salvador,  
Because they saw  

What the U.S. iron fist was doing.  
  
Rachel Corrie and Thomas Hurndall 
Killed in occupied Palestine,  
Killed bearing witness  

To the boot marks  

Of the western and Zionist empire.  
  
They come to us  

In the quiet of the night.  
They call us to remain true  

To what we say we are.  
  
By having made no compromise,  
By leaving this life  

While confronting the machine,  
They have the power to call us  

To make no compromise,  
To confront the machine,  
To confront the empire,  
To remain true, as they remain true.  
  
The activist who dies young  

Becomes a speaker of truth,  
And a transformer of time.  
Their voices mingle  

With the waves of the river,  
But their words are clear.  
Their word is a challenge.  
Their word remains.  
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Review:  Parrique and Kallis on Degrowth  
by Nancy Carswell  
with an Introduction by Dave Greenfield  
 
INTRODUCTION  
In 1972, a group of scientists known as the Club of Rome 
published its most famous study, “The Limits to Growth”, 
which introduced, to the environmental movement, the idea 
that we cannot continue with endless amounts of material 
growth and expect to survive on this finite planet. Since then, 
there has been something of a debate as to whether we need 
to end growth, or whether it is capitalism that is the problem 
rather than growth and therefore, some types of growth are 
possible if we move to a just, i.e., socialist economy.  
  
In recent years the term, degrowth, has become popular to 
describe the process of moving away from material growth. 
The authors of a recent book on the subject, entitled “The 
Case for Degrowth”, have also published an article 
summarizing their arguments.  
  
In the paragraphs below, Nancy Carswell gives us a review of 
the article and a link to the article for further reading:   
 
REVIEW  
Political thinker George Lakoff wrote, “Remember, you can 
only understand what the frames in your brain allow you to 
understand.” Understanding this will help you understand 
Timothée Parrique and Giorgos Kallis’s article “Degrowth:  
Socialism without Growth.”  
 

 
Image by Kamiel Choi from Pixabay 594870 

 

Parrique and Kallis argue that growth is “a problem over and 
above capitalism” and “[a]ny form of endless growth is 
ecologically unsustainable.” Therefore, both capitalistic 
growth and economic growth in general are madness. 
Consider:   

An innocent 3% growth each year, means a doubling of 
the economy every 24 years, some ten times bigger by 
the end of the century, quickly growing to an infinite 
size. Substitute the economy with whatever you like 
(‘energy’, ‘water’, ‘bicycles’, ‘massages’). The idea of 
infinity is pure madness, full stop. 

 
The authors emphasize that because we must obey the laws 
of physics “there is no silver-bullet technology that can make 
an increase in the material standard of living immaterial – 
economy is fundamentally embedded within ecology” 
[emphasis added]. While fossil fuels are more harmful than 
solar energy, solar energy will not open “the door to 
boundless growth.” The laws of physics state that nothing 
material can be infinite. Even things like grains of sand that 
appear infinite are finite.  
  
The authors suggest not only the end of growth is necessary 
but that we must “consider the constraining requirement of a 
degrowth use of energy and materials.” They explain that 
many capitalist activities are superfluous, depend on unpaid 
work, and/or rely on “free gifts of nature.”  
 
This takes us back to Lakoff’s framing. Parrique and Kallis say 
that not only must we deconstruct our frame of growth, but 
we must also construct a frame of degrowth. Socialism must 
end exploitation and endless accumulation. They explain this 
good news:   
  
And this is the central argument of degrowth:  standards of 
living can improve without growth by redistributing and 
sharing wealth, doing away with artificial desires and the 
superfluous goods and appropriation of our time destined to 
the making of profit, and by shifting from valuing material 
goods to valuing relations. There is already enough for 
everyone to have a decent share – if the pie cannot grow, 
then it is time to share it more evenly. 
  
Why are they focusing on growth and not just capitalism? 
They believe growth is the child of capitalism who “took over 
the head of the family.” They explain that the “critique of 
growth is the most fundamental critique of capitalism – one 
that criticizes not only the means capitalism uses but the very 
ends it sells.” 
  

https://pixabay.com/users/kamiel79-673500/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=594870
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=594870
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Parrique and Kallis urge us to accept that degrowth is “not 
miniature capitalism with tiny corporations, tiny speculative 
financial instruments, and tiny free trade agreements.” 
Degrowth is constructing a frame that values all our relations, 
human and non-human. A frame that shares our finite pie 
fairly.  

The full article is available at 
https://braveneweurope.com/timothee-parrique-
giorgos-kallis-degrowth-socialism-without-growth. 
 

 
 

Care to Contribute?  
The editors and writers of The Weaver welcome any suggestions you may have for future editions and would be happy to consider 

any submissions you would like to make to this newsletter.  Please send your ideas and contributions, by email or post, to:   

info@saskgreen.ca  
or to:   

Naomi Hunter  
c/o The Saskatchewan Green Party  
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