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EDITORIAL:  The Coming of the Green Left  
by Dave Greenfield  
In the 1970s and 1980s, as the ecological movement 
emerged, there were some who made the claim that ecology 
was neither left nor right, implying that the realities of 
ecology represented something new that went beyond all the 
old socio-political lines. As Green parties emerged, there 
were those who brought this assumption into the Green Party 
context as well.  
  
By the 1990s, as over a decade of cutbacks and 
corporatization began to take its toll, and as the corporate 
sector was demonstrating how strongly they were prepared 
to oppose environmental policies, there were those who 
began to disagree with the “neither left nor right” positioning 
of Green Politics.  
  
In 1993, the British author and Green activist, David Pepper, 
published a book called “Eco-socialism:  From Deep Ecology 
to Social Justice”. In this work, Pepper argued, in part, that 
the roots of modern environmentalism could be traced back 
to movements for worker health and safety and for 
community health, movements which were definitely left of 
centre. He also expressed skepticism at the idea that 
capitalism could solve our ecological problems.  
  
Then in the early 2000s, Joel Kovel, an American Green Party 
activist, published his book, “The Enemy of Nature: The End 
of Capitalism or the End of the World”. Kovel pinpointed 
capitalism, rather than humanity, as being the force that is 
destroying the world ecologically, thus his title “The Enemy of 
Nature”. He invited Green activists and all concerned about 
the biosphere to embrace a conjunction of ecology and 
socialism and envision a possible ecologically sound future 
beyond capitalism.  
  
Finally, the long-time editor of Monthly Review Press, John 
Bellemy Foster, published a series of books that apply a 
strong Marxist analysis to our deteriorating relationship with 
the rest of the biosphere, including such titles as “Marx's 
Ecology”, “The Ecological Revolution” and “What Every 
Environmentalist Needs to Know About Capitalism”.  
  
Joel Kovel and Michael Lowy co-founded the Ecosocialist 
International Network in 2001, writing an initial Ecosocialist 
Manifesto, which was followed up by the Belham Ecosocialist 
Declaration of 2009. The active part of the network consisted 
largely of an email list along with a few international 
gatherings which elected steering committees that never 
really coordinated. The network (which was at its height from 

roughly 2007 to 2011), petered out as a network, but left the 
legacy of eco-socialism as a concept with which Greens in 
many countries came to identify. There have also been 
various Green Left, Left Green and Ecosocialist networks and 
caucuses in various Green Parties and socialist parties.  
  
Overall, eco-socialists or the Green Left tends to draw 
attention to 1) the idea that capitalism is not sustainable, 2) 
the idea that we must be able to have a vision beyond 
capitalism, 3) the idea that we need to have a strong analysis 
of class power in working for class justice, 4) that we should 
organize along class lines and have no illusions that 
transnational corporations are going to bring about a green 
world, and 5) that we need to organize globally because the 
ecological crisis is global.  
  
The past few months, here in Canada, saw the founding of a 
Green Left organization of our own, known as Green Left 
Canada. As with other Green Left entities, its purpose is to 
bring together the themes of Green Politics with the anti-
capitalist and social justice analysis of the left. Green Left 
Canada is open to participation from members of both the 
federal Green Party and provincial Green Parties, as well as 
individuals who may not be affiliated with any particular 
party.  
  
Green Left Canada has the very real potential to reshape the 
green movement and Green Parties in this country, and 
hopefully make the movement, the country and the world a 
more just, democratic and sustainable place.  
  
 

OUR LEADER’S MESSAGE:   
Here's the Plan  
by Naomi Hunter  
 

Hello Green Friends.  
 
A snap federal election has just been called for September 20, 
and Greens are mobilizing. We are a close-knit group in this 
province, and while the federal and provincial parties are 
separate organizations, there is a lot of overlap in volunteers 
and of course, our shared green values.  
 
Here in Saskatchewan, our provincial Green leaders almost 
always run federally. We encourage it. My deputy leader, 
Victor Lau is also running, in Regina Wascana. Our secretary 
of the Saskatchewan Green Party executive, Michael Wright, 
is running in Regina Lewvan. The editor of our Saskatchewan 
Green Party magazine “The Weaver”, David Greenfield, is 
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about to become the federal candidate for Saskatoon West. 
Our Saskatchewan Green Party northern youth 
representative on the executive, Gillian Walker, is running 
federally in Saskatoon Grasslands. Team Green 
Saskatchewan.  Most other candidates are previous 
Saskatchewan Green Party candidates!  
 
There are a lot of things that make the Saskatchewan Greens 
really unique and that I love about us! My executive are 
incredible, I would want to hang out and be friends if we 
weren’t on the executive together. And you the members 
phone, message and email me often. I love every one of you!  
 
I am proud to announce my Green Party of Canada candidacy 
for Regina Qu'Appelle MP in the coming federal election. I’ll 
be running against six-time incumbent and former 
Conservative party leader, Andrew Scheer. I can beat him, 
making the Prairies the next place Greens break through 
nationally. I’m asking for your help with that, but first…  
 
I have volunteered to help organize quality federal candidates 
throughout the province. Regardless of the situation with the 
federal leader (and more on that in a bit), every single 
resident should have a chance to vote Green in a Time of 
Climate Crisis. Massive heatwaves, drought, disease and 
social upheaval are upon us, the effects of which we are only 
beginning to feel.  
 
Greens need your help. The people of Saskatchewan need 
your help. I and my team will be running an ultra-marathon 
from now until election night. The first leg is gathering the 
signatures for all the candidates, starting with Victor Lau in 
Regina Wascana, Michael Wright in Regina Lewvan, and 
myself. Once we three are secured, I’ll fan out across the 
province to ensure every federal riding in Saskatchewan has a 
Green voice to believe in. Let’s meet up. You can help by 
signing and asking your friends and neighbours to do likewise.  
 
At the heart of Team Green Saskatchewan is a deep-rooted 
devotion to ecological wisdom and a love of community. 
Once again, I will be posting a map of the 14 ridings in the 
province and updating it by colouring in green each riding as 
the needed signatures are gathered. I will be travelling to 
your area and would love to visit if you can help. Signing 
these papers does not mean you are committing to vote for 
that candidate; it just means you believe in democracy and 
that Green voices belong on the ballot and in the debates. 
Reach out if you are willing to help democracy in action, it’s a 
minimal commitment – 30 seconds or less.  

 

The candidates include my children, North and Isaiah, my 
father Hamish, and many lifelong friends. As such, I hold high 
expectations my other friends and supporters will help get 
them on the ballot. Our goal is to gather signatures around 
the province quickly, so I can focus on replacing MP Andrew 
Scheer in Regina Qu’Appelle. I need your help. Mother Earth 
needs your help. Please get in touch.  
 
Together we will ensure all of Saskatchewan has a Green 
choice on the ballot.  
 

 
 

 

We are needed now more than ever. The climate crisis is 
upon us. I just finished harvesting the family farm through a 
horrific heatwave. Many, many farmers have little to no 
harvest at all. We feel it. We’re outside from dawn to dusk, 
working the land and tending our animals. It has become 
painfully clear that market-driven, capitalist political parties 
have failed to take appropriate action on climate. It’s obvious 
now – our previous political priorities have left us in peril.  
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Voters were duped to believe the status quo parties and their 
empty promises, only to watch them back out and back down 
once elected. We are out of time now. We need politicians 
with climate action as a top priority. The Greens are the only 
party to offer that. I believe very strongly in Saskatchewan’s 
Green candidates and with your help, every citizen will have a 
Green to believe in come election day.  
 
We Greens base our views and prioritize our actions on 
what’s best for the planet, not profit. Love, not hate, and 
peace over war. We are strongest when we throw ourselves 
into a state of life and make heart-centred policies and 
decisions. This is essentially what guides me and gives me the 
strength to defeat the sitting Conservative MP. I will always 
believe that love is the answer. Combined with hard work and 
dedication we’ll send Scheer home, and me to Ottawa. We 
need a compassionate voice of conscience in the House of 
Commons, for all of Canada.  
 
There are three main issues that I feel most strongly about 
focusing on during this federal election campaign:  

1. Truth and Reconciliation. The implementation of all 94 
recommendations of the TRC Commission.  

2. Climate Crisis. Immediate implementation of affordable 
solutions to the climate crisis like efficiency and 
conservation, with a wide-spread transition to wind, solar 
and geothermal. Expensive, slow and hazardous non-
climate-conscious options like SMR’s (small modular 
nuclear reactors), being promoted by the current federal 
government and other parties, must be countered and 
opposed.  

3. Water Protection and Security. Conservation, wetland 
legislation, and equity in a drought-prone province. 
Saskatchewan has been devastated during the massive 
heat waves this summer. Farmers like myself are really 
suffering right now.  

 
On the leadership issue:  Regardless of one’s opinion of 
support for the elected leader of the Green Party of Canada, 
Annamie Paul, we need Green voices and choices in every 
riding. Who really suffers the consequences if we don’t run a 
full slate of Greens? We all depend on the environment, but it 
wouldn't have those needed defenders in the local debates at 
this critical time, and our friends and neighbours would be 
denied their Green choice come election day.  
 
Our currently elected MPs, Elizabeth May and Paul Manly, 
who have done a great job of bringing environmental issues 
to the House of Commons, will. They deserve the support a 
full slate offers. 
 

I’ve watched the recent controversy with dismay and am 
incredibly upset that we have a leader, going into an election, 
who does not defend our sitting MPs from attack. I feel that 
Annamie Paul should have immediately taken decisive action 
against the staff member who attacked our MP’s. I also would 
like to say again, that on the issue that started the infighting, I 
stand firmly with established GPC policy, which is with the 
rights of the Palestinian people. Here is a CBC article about 
the federal situation.  
 
Let’s band together around the Core Green Values at this 
time. The Green Party of Canada plan is the best plan for 
climate action. Annamie Paul has not even won a seat yet in 
the House of Commons and an automatic leadership review 
happens in the GPC after every election anyway. Our planet is 
the reason I’m running, not any one leader or another.  
 
I am ready to be your voice for change in the House of 
Commons. Upon defeat of the incumbent MP, Andrew 
Scheer, I will represent Regina Qu’Appelle, but will also be a 
voice for ALL of Saskatchewan, and the world. We face an 
existential threat because our governments failed to act on 
climate change. We now absolutely need Green MP’s ready 
to support communities facing threats of fire, flooding, and 
other extreme weather events. I will be a voice of conscience 
in the House of Commons, protecting the planet for our 
children. Climate Action, Justice, Reconciliation, and leading 
with heart are my priorities. Join me!  
 

Naomi Hunter  
Leader of the Saskatchewan Green Party  
and GPC Candidate for Regina-Qu’Appelle 
1-306-561-8880 
naomihunter@saskgreen.ca 
info@saskgreen.ca 
https://linktr.ee/NaomiHunterGP 
https://www.instagram.com/naomi.ness6/ 
https://www.tiktok.com/@naomihunter04 
https://www.facebook.com/NaomiHunterGPC 
Twitter:  @GpcHunter 
www.naomihunter.ca 
www.saskgreen.ca 
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THE FEDERAL ELECTION AND PEACE:   
Rejecting the Menace of War  
by Ed Lehman  
Seventy-six years ago, two acts of international infamy took 
place: On August 6 and 9, 1945, the U.S. military bombed the 
cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki with nuclear weapons. The 
lives of 200,000 people were sacrificed outright and many 
years of physical and emotional suffering were laid upon the 
survivors. Those notorious acts turned the page onto a new 
era when human survival itself became endangered by 
weapons of war.  
 
For the last three-quarters of a century, humanity has 
teetered on the edge of nuclear devastation. In 1962, we 
came incredibly close, before the concept of nuclear winter 
had entered into military calculations. According to the latest 
assessment of the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists, "nuclear 
nations... have ignored or undermined practical and available 
diplomatic and security tools for managing nuclear risks. By 
our estimation, the potential for the world to stumble into 
nuclear war -- an ever-present danger over the last 75 years -- 
increased in 2020." Accordingly, the Bulletin has moved its 
"doomsday clock" to less than two minutes to midnight.  
 
The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW), 
the first legally binding agreement to comprehensively 
eliminate nuclear weapons, was adopted on July 7, 2017. It 
officially came into force this past January. However, Canada, 
under the influence of the U.S.  government and other allies, 
has refused to adopt or even recognize this Treaty -- and is 
pressing ahead to fully modernize military capacity. The 
Canadian government has plans to purchase 88 new fighter 
jets, armed submarines, tanks and attack drones, and 
participate in the U.S. ballistic missile "defence" system. Since 
2006 Canada has established its own mini foreign bases and is 
planning to establish more of them around the globe. Our 
corporate-funded politicians, the main media and, by default, 
the Canadian public in general, have accepted the official 
government narrative rationalizing this ominous trend.  
 
The U.S. and NATO are the main drivers of hyper-
militarization. Forever striving ahead, they aim to weaponize 
space and our outer atmosphere before their putative 
adversaries can. Their military bases continue to proliferate, 
and preparations for launching conventional war are focused 
on the borders of China and Russia. The NATO summit in June 
reaffirmed that all member states must increase annual 
military expenditures to at least 2% of their Gross National 
Product by 2024. 

Pressing their power and scope to the maximum, the NATO 
nations (Yes, that's us included) have opted to play the most 
dangerous game instead of hunkering down to the slow, hard 
work of peace. Following the June NATO summit, aggressive 
military maneuvering on or near the Chinese and Russian 
borders has stepped up. At the same time, unwarranted 
political/economic pressure by NATO and its allies on 
countries in the global South has continued unabated -- if you 
are not with the U.S., you're against us all and become a 
potential target. On behalf of the U.S., Canada has 
participated in many campaigns to undermine independent-
minded governments. Our role in NATO has to be better 
explained to the public. (I believe that will mean leaving the 
alliance.)  
 
The coming federal election is an opportunity for progressive 
Canadians to impact public policy. Promoting action on issues 
from climate threats to living on the nuclear brink is vital, 
literally. Whether or not one's party is in disarray or the 
lingering pandemic saps one's resolve, there is no time like 
the present to help ensure a good future for our young folks.  
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What Can We Do? 
Organizations and individuals must publicly reject these 
threats to humanity to make them into an election issue. 
Candidates and parties need to get a lot of input when 
seeking office. Make sure your Green Party candidate (or 
whichever candidate you support) knows you expect them to 
stand for Peace. 
 
Support and attend peace rallies during the election 
campaign. Bring your kids if possible. This is for them. With 
whatever health protocols that must be respected, stand out, 
make noise and wave signs with the support of friends. Share 
interviews with peace leaders on social media. There will be 
letters and petitions to sign and share. Let the MP candidates 
know: WE WANT AN INDEPENDENT FOREIGN POLICY BASED 
ON DISARMAMENT AND NEGOTIATION.  
 
Specific demands would include: 

• Canada must sign the Treaty on the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons  

• Cancel the purchase of new fighter jets and naval 
frigates. Redirect the funds to the health, education, 
housing and environmental needs of Canadians, with 
emphasis on support of Indigenous communities  

• Release Meng Wanzhou, still held under house 
arrest as a favour to the Trump administration's 
China policy  

• Refuse to cooperate with U.S. "regime change" 
agendas whether by coup or by economic sanctions  

 
Let's use the upcoming federal election to demand peace and 
survival in the world of nations, along with health and survival 
in the natural world.  
 
Ed Lehman is an executive member of the Canadian Peace 
Congress representing Saskatchewan. He drew much of the 
above material from documents previously written by the 
Canadian Peace Congress Executive.  
 
 

GETTING UNWRAPPED  
by Sheryl McCumsey  
(Printed with permission)  
Take a good look the next time you go to a beach.  I picked up 
little threads of plastic within just one square meter of a 
rocky beach that looked clean.  What you don’t see is the 
smaller pieces. These are what we call “microplastics” or 
“nanoparticles” that are being consumed into our bodies at a 
rate of about 5 grams a week (about one credit card). 

Although we don’t have a clear picture of how this will impact 
“our” health; animal studies show toxicity for lung, liver and 
brain cells.  When consumed by an animal these plastics 
travel into the muscle tissue.  YIKES! I can hardly wait until 
the next study!  We already know about BPA which is a 
known endocrine disruptor. The replacements for this 
chemical are also showing to be problematic 
 

 
 

Image by Sergei Tokmakov from Pixabay 4897353 

 
Hey, but do we think about how plastic can take anywhere 
from 20 to 500 years to break down, and how fast is this 
accumulating?  Take an inventory of how much plastic 
accumulates in your house in one week per person and 
multiply that by 52, then by 37.5 million folks.  That is 
approximately how much plastic waste we create in our 
homes in one year. Add that to the plastic used in hospitals 
and used to manufacture many things.   It adds up to 3.3 
million tonnes of plastic waste a year in Canada.  We can all 
try and recycle but: 

A lot of plastic is not recyclable  
and ONLY 9% is actually recycled!  

 

https://pixabay.com/users/sergeitokmakov-3426571/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=4897353
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=4897353
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As well, maybe you think climate change is something we are 
impacting OR maybe you don’t, BUT either way too much 
plastic is a major problem.  Plastic is derived from 
petrochemicals and if we measure the carbon footprint of 
one 500 ml plastic bottle, fill it up one-quarter of the way 
with oil and you have a pretty good visual of what the carbon 
footprint might be. 
 
The water bottle companies have done an amazing job of 
convincing you to buy “their” water.  If you are really 
concerned about our water quality, apply some pressure 
about keeping it clean.  Organizations are working hard on 
that and need your help.  On a personal basis, a good filter is 
more economical than bottled water and actually will do 
something.  Bottled water is a scam and there is far more 
plastic in that bottled water than in your tap! In fact, we 
could say in general from the studies done, there is twice as 
much plastic in your bottled water than in the water coming 
out of your tap.  Nestle had the largest average concentration 
of plastic.  This is the same company that feels the “right to 
water” should be non-existent.  So, besides the general rip-
off, they do a number of nasties we could just say no to.  
“NO,” I say.  “No more Nestle for me.”  
 
So don’t get depressed, as there is way too much stuff going 
on to get depressed about! You can’t. We need you!  Just 
stop ingesting so much of it!  We are exposed to this through 
our food, our water and our air.  Start finding all the ways to 
reduce exposure, and put pressure on every system that is 
producing this in the worst and most wasteful ways.  You can 
do something or you can do a lot. 
 
So, we could make ourselves a little to-do list:   

• Stop buying bottled water and consider replacing all 
plastic bottled drinks with something better (Do you 
need it? Does it come in glass containers?)  

• Don’t microwave in plastic.  

• Eat more fresh food and less processed food.  

• Avoid all single-use plastic and still recycle others.  

• Vacuum regularly (to reduce inhaling all the little bits 
from dust!).  

• Just think about what you are buying!  Do you need 
it?  Is there an alternative? NO coffee pods -- too 
much packaging! Buy little brown paper sleeves and 
grind your coffee/boil water and steep!  

• Join or donate to organizations that want to get rid 
of single-use plastic/removing plastic/replacing 
plastic.  

 

By the way, some folks unwrap everything and leave it at the 
till.  Don’t.  The person at the till is already dealing with 
COVID crabbiness and doesn’t have the ability to make 
system changes.  Let’s not make other people miserable BUT 
do you still relish the idea of “getting totally unwrapped”? 
Who is in fact responsible to make system changes?  Our 
Minister of Environment has the ability to consider policy, 
should be looking at this issue and can use our input. We 
need more recycling production (i.e., jobs) and less plastic! 
 
Write a letter and send a package to Saskatchewan Minister 
of Environment Warren Kaeding env.minister@gov.sk.ca AND 
your own MLA might need some reminding that you are 
his/her constituent. 
 

References and further reading:  
• https://quinterecycling.org/plastic-is-everywhere-

but-where-does-it-come-from  

• https://d2ouvy59p0dg6k.cloudfront.net/downloads/
plastic_ingestion_web_spreads.pdf  

• https://sciencing.com/best-science-subscription-
boxes-13763607.html  

• https://time.com/5581326/plastic-particles-in-
bottled-water/  

• https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/a
ug/17/microplastic-particles-discovered-in-human-
organs  

• https://www.nationalobserver.com/2021/03/09/can
ada-drowning-plastic-waste-recycling-wont-save-us  

 
 

TAX THE POTHOLE CREATORS  
by Mike Wright  
While the rest of the world drives Teslas, Saskatchewan’s 
highways are run for the era of horses and carts. The highway 
funding model in Saskatchewan is 100 years out of date. 
When the first asphalt highways in Saskatchewan were 
paved, the population was spread out evenly over the land. 
Local gravel roads were funded by local property taxes and 
provincial highways by fuel taxes. Fuel tax payment was 
proportional to highway use. Freight was shipped by train and 
the railway companies maintained their tracks by billing 
customers. Everybody paid their fair share. 
 
A hundred years later, a system that worked for an agrarian 
past is broken. Half the population lives in the two largest 
cities, with large populations in the other cities. Urban roads 
are built and paid for by local property taxes. Most of the fuel 
tax is collected in the cities. While the fuel is used in the 

mailto:env.minister@gov.sk.ca
https://quinterecycling.org/plastic-is-everywhere-but-where-does-it-come-from
https://quinterecycling.org/plastic-is-everywhere-but-where-does-it-come-from
https://d2ouvy59p0dg6k.cloudfront.net/downloads/plastic_ingestion_web_spreads.pdf
https://d2ouvy59p0dg6k.cloudfront.net/downloads/plastic_ingestion_web_spreads.pdf
https://sciencing.com/best-science-subscription-boxes-13763607.html
https://sciencing.com/best-science-subscription-boxes-13763607.html
https://time.com/5581326/plastic-particles-in-bottled-water/
https://time.com/5581326/plastic-particles-in-bottled-water/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/aug/17/microplastic-particles-discovered-in-human-organs
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/aug/17/microplastic-particles-discovered-in-human-organs
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/aug/17/microplastic-particles-discovered-in-human-organs
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2021/03/09/canada-drowning-plastic-waste-recycling-wont-save-us
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2021/03/09/canada-drowning-plastic-waste-recycling-wont-save-us
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cities, the taxes are spent on highways. Branch railways have 
been torn up, replaced by heavy trucks. Civil engineers 
estimate that each fully loaded heavy truck causes more 
damage than a car by a factor of 10,000. Overweight trucks 
destroy our roads and we pay to rebuild them. We spend 
billions of dollars to build bypasses for trucks while charging 
them a pittance. The railways, which must pay for and 
maintain their own infrastructure, cannot compete. The fuel 
tax is now a subsidy paid by urban drivers to the trucking 
industry. 
 
Yet, instead of addressing the root cause of the deficit in 
highway funding, the Saskatchewan Government has chosen 
to tax electric vehicles. Like most passenger cars in the 
province, they are found in cities. Similarly, they are 
predominantly driven in cities, even more so than gasoline or 
diesel cars. The owners of these vehicles have already paid 
property taxes to fund their own urban roads. The existing 
fuel tax does not fully fund highway spending, so electric 
vehicles owners have already paid for provincial roads 
through their provincial income taxes, sales taxes, etc. Every 
person in this province, whether they have ever driven or not, 
is paying to support the road network. 

 

 
 

Image by F. Muhammad from Pixabay 5292026 

 
We cannot afford to continue to give billions of dollars of 
public subsidy to the trucking industry. We build our roads 
thicker than a car needs, and with extra lanes, for their 

benefit. We drive through the potholes they leave behind. 
The yearly taxes paid by heavy trucks, either through fuel tax 
or through kilometer charges, must increase by hundreds of 
millions of dollars to be self-sustaining. For the rest of us, 
most of the fuel tax collected in urban areas, as well as the 
electric vehicle tax, should be turned over to the municipal 
government to fix our local roads. It would be a simple 
system, based on the principle of user pay.  
 
However, because of Saskatchewan's political financing laws, 
this is unlikely to happen. Our laws permit unlimited amounts 
of money to be donated to political parties by corporations. A 
quick scan of the Saskatchewan Party's donors for 2020 
reveals $171,332 from 59 corporate donors from the 
transportation sector. That is eight percent of the 
Saskatchewan party's total donations. An unknown number 
of their other donors from the resource extraction sector 
require subsidized transportation to maintain their profits. 
The government will not risk reforms that alienate their 
donor base. To make a change, we must demand the reform 
of the political financing laws of our province to take big 
money out of politics. Failing that, we must elect a 
government that will. 
 
 

CLIMATE ACTION DELAYED  
IS CLIMATE ACTION DENIED:   
by Naomi Hunter,  
Leader of the Saskatchewan Green Party  
Climate delay is the more dangerous form of climate denial, 
and our response to the IPCC news needs to be a moratorium 
on fossil fuel expansion in Saskatchewan and Canada, a freeze 
on projects like Trans Mountain, and immediate action to fast 
track Just Transition legislation. 
 
This picture was taken up in Meadow Lake Provincial Park in 
northern Saskatchewan last week. We are in a climate crisis. 
We shouldn’t be clear-cutting inside our provincial parks! 
 

 

https://pixabay.com/users/artisticoperations-4161274/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=5292026
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=5292026
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We need to keep our forests standing and, whenever 
possible, plant more trees to put oxygen back into the 
atmosphere, countering the extreme amounts of carbon 
entering the atmosphere from the burning of fossil fuels and 
the burning of forests. 
 
 
 

POETRY:  A Sonnet Cycle  
by Dave Greenfield  
 

(1)   I, Dissentient  
One morning I awoke and realized  

That everyone around me in their frames  

Were gaunt preprogrammed robots wearing chains  

Who served a robot empire made of lies.  
They beeped and chirped with dollars in their eyes  

And predetermined pathways in their brains,  
Like pawns or puppets in vast power games  

The rules of Robotland internalized.  
  
What's more, I seemed to be the only one  

Who'd broken all their chains and been set free.  
I walked out 'neath the joyful morning sun  

And greeted every flower, bird and tree.  
The robots spun the threads they'd always spun,  
While I, dissentient, claimed the right to be.  
 
 

(2)   I, Wakened Mind  
I spent a day amid the robot gloom,  
A former robot who'd awakened full.  
I watched the robot empire take its toll  
With every flashing light and pop and zoom.  
Am I the only one who's dared to bloom,  
Who's dared to have a wakened mind and soul,  
And be a wheel who will not turn or roll,  
Setting aside all fear of pain or doom?  
  
I sent out feelers 'tween the earth and sky  
And realized that I was not alone,  
For other minds had bloomed in times gone by  
And wakened 'mid the stupefying drone.  
They dreamed and questioned who and what and why,  
And built sweet gardens 'mid the fallout zone.  

 

(3) I, Revolutionist  
The ones who'd bloomed in former times it seems  
Had passed their wisdom on through time and space,  
To give the young a philosophic base  
From which to question 'mid the robot schemes.  
A hundred then a thousand minds dreamed dreams,  
And then a million walked out from their place,  
Became a movement for the world to face  
On highways, roadways, rivers, trails and streams.  
  
I joined this movement of the wakened mind,  
While robot parents feared we'd go too far.  
We were the dawntime tide of humankind,  
No more to bow to vassal, prince or czar.  
Revolt was our intoxicating wine.  
Our slogan, I rebel therefore we are.  

 
Image by OpenClipart-Vectors from Pixabay 156018 

 
 

Reflection on Planetary Sustainability  
by Lynn Oliphant  
I have been living for the past 25 years in a way that I hoped 
would lower my impact on the environment -- the size of my 
“ecological footprint”. What follows is a brief summary of 
how I live and what that means in terms of my footprint: 
 

LAND BASE:  160 acres; a mix of native prairie and 
formerly cultivated land put back to “native” permanent 
cover in 1990. 
HOUSING:  Self-built, passive solar, straw-bale house 
built in 1996. 
POWER:  18.7 kW grid-tied solar panel array; wood-
burning stove. 
FOOD:  Approximately 50% of plant material grown 
ourselves; chicken/eggs grown and processed with 
friends and red meat primarily wild venison (road-kill); 
milk formerly directly from local producer until he was 
shut down by “health authorities”. 

https://pixabay.com/users/openclipart-vectors-30363/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=156018
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=156018
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WATER:  5,000-gallon cistern; total consumption about 
20 gallons/day; Sun-Mar composting toilet; rubble 
trench grey-water line. 
APPLIANCES/LIGHTING:  Low-energy; NO clothes dryer, 
microwave, TV, air conditioner, etc. 
TRANSPORTATION:  EV (2013 Chevrolet Volt). I no longer 
fly. 
CLOTHING:  Primarily second-hand. 

 
If we take these numbers together as being reasonably 
accurate, it suggests the current human population living at 
NA standards is 4.9 times larger than the biocapacity. Another 
way of saying this is the maximum sustainable carrying 
capacity of the earth is only about 1.63 billion people with the 
entire biocapacity of the planet usurped by our species. If we 
care about the other millions of species that we share the 
planet with or think that the stability of the living earth is at 
all dependent on this diversity and therefore only utilize half 
of the available biocapacity (leaving half for other life forms 
not directly part of our food chain), the maximum human 
population drops to 820 million. It should be noted that the 
biocapacity of the earth is currently being degraded as the 
population continues to grow and increases the level of 
consumption by ‘eating’ ecological capital. The result is a 
continual ongoing lowering of the carrying capacity for all 
species. 
 
I personally feel that our species usurping half of the net 
primary productivity of the planet is grossly unfair and that at 
any rate, we should err on the side of caution. Perhaps half a 
billion is a more reasonable (if unrealistic voluntary) goal. 
 
In terms of a solution, I don't believe for one minute that the 
world is ready for voluntary degrowth. 
 
When COVID19 emerged, it crossed my mind that this was 
perhaps a revolt by the biosphere against human excesses, 
but the biosphere needs to come up with a better plan for 
controlling the human enterprise than that, and we know it 
will be fought by humans to the bitter end using science and 
technology, our best weapons for REMOVING LIMITS TO 
GROWTH. Even if the entire human population was 
eliminated by a global pandemic with the exception of one 
couple, reproducing at the modest rate of four children by 
the time the woman was 25, they could repopulate the planet 
to its current population in 800 years. Such is the nature of 
exponential growth and the imperative of all life forms to 
expand to maximum carrying capacity. 
 
Simply my thoughts, Lynn 

 

THE PARAMETERS OF NONVIOLENT RESISTANCE:   
“This Is an Uprising:  How Nonviolent Revolt Is 
Shaping the Twenty-First Century” by Mark Engler 
and Paul Engler, (Nation Books 2016) 
Reviewed by Dave Greenfield  
This is a very interesting and informative book. It is a book 
about the role of nonviolent direct action and civil 
disobedience in bringing about social change, as well as the 
wider practices of building organizations and movements 
working to ensure that progressive change comes about and 
is sustained for the long term. 
  
The authors begin by recounting the story of a few relatively 
well-known nonviolent revolts: the Birmingham civil rights 
protests of 1963, the protests in Serbia in the late 1990s to 
early 2000s and, a little later, the Salt March or Salt 
Satyagraha led by M. K. Gandhi in India in 1930. 
  
The authors introduce us to a number of thinkers and writers 
in the field of nonviolence and social change, including Gene 
Sharp with his famous list of 198 methods of nonviolent 
action, Saul Alinsky with his life-long commitment to social 
action through long term organization-building, and Francis 
Fox Piven with her study of the role of nonviolent disruptive 
movements in moving social transformation forward. 
  
The authors introduce us to a tension which is somewhat 
common in progressive social movements, the tension 
between the long term, step by step approach of building 
organizations, (represented here by Saul Alinsky, his 
successor Ed Chambers and the Industrial Areas Foundation), 
and the more disruptive form of nonviolent mobilization that 
challenges the step by step approach of more established 
organizations and is not afraid to do civil disobedience and 
take a more "in your face" approach, (advocated here by 
Francis Fox Piven). 
  
The authors conclude that there is a time for both the step-
by-step approach and the more disruptive approach, and cite 
examples where both Alinsky and Piven express admiration 
for the opposite style. 
  
The authors go on to introduce us to a number of concepts 
relevant to the field of nonviolent revolt: the idea of the 
whirlwind, the concept of polarization, the idea of disruption, 
sacrifice and escalation as three key elements in a nonviolent 
revolt, and the idea of the need for discipline. The authors 
use examples of nonviolent mobilization since the Sixties to 
illustrate these various concepts, while often returning to 
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Gandhi's campaigns, the civil rights movement and the 
Serbian struggle to further illustrate their points. 
 

 

 
 

Image by naeim a from Pixabay 1267827 

 
 
To illustrate the idea of the whirlwind, they tell the story of a 
student-led protest in support of a living wage for support 
staff. It took place at Harvard University in the spring of 2001, 
where what started as a sit-in in one of the administration 
buildings morphed into a protest in which thousands of 
students participated. It grew like a wonderful whirlwind and 
made the national news. To illustrate the concept of 
polarization, they tell the story of how ACTUP, the AIDS 
Coalition To Unleash Power, was formed in 1987 to provide a 
more confrontational response to the AIDS crisis in the face 
of health-related institutions that did nothing or precious 
little and right-wing fundamentalists who spent their time 
claiming AIDS was God's punishment against a sexually 
diverse society. ACTUP, by polarizing the discussion, forced 
the issue of providing more help to AIDS victims onto the 
political agenda. 
  
 

They use various dimensions of the Occupy movement to 
illustrate how disruption, sacrifice and escalation function as 
three key aspects in a nonviolent uprising, and, to illustrate 
the concept of discipline, they discuss how Judy Barry 
reshaped Earth First, transforming it from a rather macho 
male-dominated movement, known for tree spiking and other 
clandestine acts, to a movement focused more on large, 
inclusive nonviolent blockades. 
  
By talking about a number of nonviolent struggles that have 
occurred since about 1980, they dispel the idea that active 
successful nonviolence was only something that occurred in 
the sixties. The use of active nonviolence is in fact something 
that is alive and well and ongoing, and something we may 
study and learn from decade after decade. 
  
This book is a must-read for anyone interested in progressive 
grassroots organizing, the art of social change and the 
practice of active, sometimes disruptive, nonviolence as a 
part of the social change process. 
 
 

NINE SHADES OF GREEN  
by Dave Greenfield 
Over the past fifty years, ecological activists have developed a 
number of ways of speaking about the tensions and 
differences that exist within the ecological movement.  We 
often speak in simple either/or dualities intended to 
demonstrate a distinction between principled and pragmatic 
action.  We speak of light green and dark green, or shallow 
green and deep green, or left green versus right green.   
  
A number of years ago, desiring to go beyond simplistic 
dualities, and wanting to describe a more complex set of 
distinctions which I observe in the green movement, I came 
up with a model which discerns nine different shades of 
green.  By green, I do not mean specifically in the context of 
Green Parties, but in the general context of ecological 
thought and practice.  The nine shades of green go as follows. 
 

1. Light Green,  
2. Business Green,  
3. State Green,  
4. Movement Green,  
5. Radical-Action Green,  
6. Center-Left Green,  
7. Far-Left Green,  
8. Deep Green,  
9. Deep-Left Green  

https://pixabay.com/users/naeimasgary-2236511/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=1267827
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=1267827
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By Light Green I mean the very general and superficial 
sentiment that says we should protect the environment. 
  
By Business Green I mean the rise of green industries, 
companies and subsections of corporations that produce 
"green" products with varying degrees of credibility.  While I 
would include the very superficially green product lines 
touted by some corporations, I would also include the solar 
and wind energy industries which are doing some good but 
which are limited by the capitalist growth paradigm in which 
we all live.  
 
By State Green I mean the various government departments 
and programs established by various capitalist states to 
manage the ecology which usually end up serving the 
interests of the capitalist ruling elite.  
  
By Movement Green I mean the full range of citizen 
organizations, from local activist groups numbering ten or 
twenty members to vast environmental organizations with 
tens of thousands of members.  These organizations are 
usually founded with sincere objectives, but tend, in one way 
or another, to find themselves limited by the boundaries of 
the capitalist system in which we live.  
  
By Radical-Action Green I mean those sections of Movement 
Green that step outside the normal limits of "respectable" 
political engagement, to engage in non-violent civil 
disobedience, and in doing so, tend to transform the 
boundaries of public engagement.  
  
By Center-Left Green I mean those environmentalists who 
have a strong sense of ecological issues being deeply 
intertwined with peace, social justice and quality of 
democracy issues, but who tend to seek progressive change 
within the system.  Center Left Greens will tend to relate to 
such documents as the Earth Charter, and will tend to 
function within a social democratic paradigm.  
  
By Far-Left Green I mean those ecological thinkers who 
advocate the end of capitalism and who envision an 
ecological future in the context of a socialist or left-anarchist 
society.  I would include both eco-socialism and social ecology 
in this category.  

By Deep Green I mean the deep ecology tradition which 
stresses the tension between the human species and the rest 
of the biosphere, and humanity's need to change 
psychologically and spiritually to bring itself into harmony 
with the rest of nature. 
  
By Deep-Left Green I mean a smaller faction of Deep Greens 
who also include opposition to capitalism as a supplementary 
project. The main perspective in this category is a perspective 
known as Left Biocentrism. 
  
Obviously, there is a certain amount of overlap between 
these different shades of green, and one may easily 
participate in a few different shades at once.  One might 
personally be a far-left green, believing that ultimately we will 
have to replace capitalism with an ecologically sound 
socialism, while at the same time being a movement green 
participating in a number of green movement organizations, 
and on some occasions, advocate measures more consistent 
with a centre-left green perspective.  
  
With the exception of the first three shades of green, (light 
green, business green and state green), these various shades 
of green coexist within both the green movement and Green 
Parties. The new green future will not be created by one or 
two shades of green working by themselves. People 
representing the different shades of green must interact, 
challenge each other and learn from each other. People of a 
far-left and centre-left green perspective may challenge deep 
greens to think more about the social justice dimension of 
things, while deep greens may challenge far left and centre-
left greens to understand the profound implications of the 
finite nature of Planet Earth. Radical action greens, by their 
nature, meanwhile, may challenge everyone else to move 
beyond talk and philosophizing to get out there, block the 
roads and stop the pipelines. 
  
Let us move forward, in whatever area of green activism we 
choose to work, and hope that we are able to mobilize and 
transform in time to prevent ecological collapse. 
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MY JOURNEY AS A VOTER  
by Brenda Cooke  
When I was growing up in Rural Saskatchewan and an 
election was called, I heard adults in my area say “Why 
bother voting, the winner is pretty-much decided Down East 
before our polls close”. At the time I didn’t understand or 
care. When I was old enough to vote, I also thought why 
bother.  
 
I now realize that the issue about the polls in Central Canada 
determining the winner and how people in Western Canada 
felt about it, is one of the things that divides our country.  
 
In my 30s I decided to exercise my right and privilege to vote. 
I learned a bit about the different parties, candidates, issues 
and the various campaigns. I thought if more people did that, 
change could happen. If people didn’t vote, they had no right 
to complain. I was proud to vote and made election day a 
special day, by dressing up and going for lunch or a 
celebratory beverage after I marked my ballot.  
 
In my 40s I became discouraged and believed my vote really 
didn’t matter. The things I cared about didn’t change for the 
better, even if I voted for the Candidate who said they would 
make those changes. E-day was no longer special for me.  
 

When observing results of Federal elections in Canada, it 
appears as though Canada only has 2 parties and Canadians 
are only of 2 mind-types. We go on and on with a flip-flop; 
1 of the 2 big parties wins most of the seats, when there are 
actually 4 or more parties in Canada. The way it works now—
in the “First Past the Post” system—a winning party can end 
up with 46 seats in government even though they only got 
33% of the votes across the country.  
 
In my 50s I was introduced to an election system called 
Proportional Representation, where pretty much every 
person’s vote matters and a variety of mind-types form the 
Federal Government. Parties might work together to do good 
things for more Canadians—not just the well-connected. If 
electing the national government using Proportional 
Representation works for most of the European countries, it 
should work for Canada. 
 
Flip or Flop will only form a citizens’ assembly to study 
Proportional Representation for Canada, if Canadians speak 
loud and clear to the candidates during an election and their 
Members of Parliament, that they want a citizen’s assembly. 
 
I want my Federal Government to:  be more democratically 
elected, represent a variety of mind-types and bring about 
fairness and justice for all Canadians.   
 
I want flip-flops to refer to what I wear on my feet in summer.   
 

 

Image by Okadaic from Apixaban  

https://pixabay.com/users/wokandapix-614097/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=1804596
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=1804596
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An Invitation to Contribute  
There are too many of us now, Green members and supporters, for the Weaver staff to reach out to each 
recipient of this issue to ask “Do you have something to say to, or to share with, the rest of us?” 
 

Don't be shy, dear reader. We are available to work with you so that an article, letter, report, or poem of yours 
appears in the Weaver.  The insights, problems, frustrations, helpful hints and shareable joys of Greens and 
green-friendly folks throughout the province help us to really understand one another and to co-operate for a 
just and climate-sane Saskatchewan. 

Dave Walther 
info@saskgreen.ca 
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