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EDITORIAL:  Some Thoughts on the Climate Crisis 
and a Tribute to an Old Friend and Comrade  
by Dave Greenfield  

As I write these words, the Twenty-sixth meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties, known in brief as COP26, is nearing 
its final days in Glasgow Scotland. Most environmental 
activists fear that any statements that come out of these talks 
will fall short of committing the world to what needs to be 
done. What is perhaps even more sad is that most of us 
knew, even at the beginning of the talks, that any statements 
or commitments would quite likely fall short of what is 
needed. We have, as a movement, unfortunately, become 
used to half measures and quarter measures and 
disappointments. 
 
There will, most likely, be some statements and commitments 
made to give us some moderate hope and to put into the 
"Every little bit helps" category. The activists who went to 
Glasgow, as well as those of us who stayed home and tuned 
in to the events, will return from the COP26 experience with a 
renewed commitment to fight for progressive climate action 
in our home communities and home countries. 
 
Meanwhile, here in Saskatchewan, our regressive premier 
tweeted the idea that Saskatchewan should think of itself as a 
nation within a nation that needs to stand up for, supposedly, 
its own interests -- namely the interests of our fossil fuel 
energy sector. My response to Mr. Moe's comment is to say 
simply, You can't separate from Planet Earth. Our interests as 
a province are the same interests as those of the planet as a 
whole. We must work, as quickly as possible, to wind down 
fossil fuel production, replace fossil fuels as an energy source 
with renewable energy and develop greater energy efficiency. 
Nuclear energy and carbon capture are not the solution and 
should be abandoned before any more money gets thrown 
away on those false pursuits. 
 
COP26 was advertised as the "Last Best Chance" to prevent 
the climate crisis from getting out of control beyond the point 
of no return. I don't know if it is ever fair to describe one 
specific event as the last chance. In 2015, world leaders 
signed the Paris agreement, an agreement which, almost 
meekly, asked various countries to voluntarily commit 
themselves to reducing their greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
What I have sometimes said about the Paris agreement is 
that there is nothing in the Paris agreement to prevent 
individual countries, provinces or municipalities from going 
further than the bare minimum objectives that the Paris 

agreement sets forth. Regardless of how weak or strong any 
statements that come out of COP26 may be, our task here in 
Saskatchewan shall continue to be that of pressuring the 
provincial government and local governments to move 
toward a renewable energy economy. 
 
In Saskatchewan we have the additional task of resisting the 
temptation to promote nuclear energy as some kind of 
alternative. I am pleased to report that several environmental 
and social justice groups in our province signed on to an 
international statement stating clearly that nuclear power is 
not the solution to the climate crisis. 
 
I remain active in a few non-partisan groups working on 
climate issues, namely Climate Justice Saskatoon, the 
Saskatoon chapter of the Council of Canadians and 
Communities Inspired for Environmental Action. My model 
for a Green Party is very close to Petra Kelly's original vision 
of a party with one foot in electoral politics and one foot in 
the social movements. I encourage our members to likewise 
be involved at both party and movement levels. 
  
Before ending this editorial, I wish to pay tribute to an old 
friend and comrade. I learned recently of the passing of the 
long time activist and independent journalist, Murray Dobbin. 
Murray Dobbin was born in Saskatchewan and spent many of 
his activist years in our province. In the late 1970s to early 
1980s he was part of the coalition that stopped the proposed 
construction of a uranium refinery near Warman. Later, in the 
late 1980s to early 1990s, he was active in the Social Justice 
Coalition which challenged the government of Grant Devine 
and the early Romanow government on social justice issues. 
He was also active, during these years, in the Pokebusters 
Coalition which defeated the proposed construction of a large 
Slowpoke reactor on the U of S campus and the idea of 
building a Candu 3 reactor in Saskatchewan. This is where I 
first met him. Later in the 1990s Murray and his partner Ellen 
moved to B.C. and he spent his final years in Powell River, 
where he died on September 8th 2021. 
 
While Murray was a committed anti-nuke, his main focus 
tended to be social and economic justice. He had a very good 
grasp of what is wrong with corporate-driven neo-liberal 
capitalism and his book, "The Myth of the Good Corporate 
Citizen" (published in the late 1990s) remains a must read for 
anyone wanting to understand why neo-liberal capitalism 
isn't working for most people. 
 
Murray and I tended to part company on party-related issues. 
He took a rather dim view of Green Parties, largely, I think, 
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because he feared Greens would split the progressive vote. 
When he published a strong criticism of the federal Greens 
under Jim Harris's leadership in the Walrus in July 2005, many 
Greens assumed he was a diehard NDPer. It would be more 
accurate to think of him as Independent Left. He had his 
share of criticisms of the NDP over the years when he felt the 
NDP wasn't progressive enough. He did tend to feel, however, 
that the NDP was the lesser of evils. 
 
Having acknowledged our partisan differences, I am quite 
willing to give credit where credit is due and acknowledge 
Murray Dobbin as a truly great progressive activist, writer and 
journalist. He will be sorely missed by the progressive 
movement across Canada. 
 
 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR LEADER  

Dear Members,  

We are having our first full AGM with member-submitted 
policy resolutions since I became leader of the Saskatchewan 
Green Party. Two weeks after I became leader a pandemic 
was declared and we were under the first of many covid-19 
protocols, including masks, social distancing and the stay 
home guidelines. Since then we, as an executive, kept hoping 
that covid-19 would be over soon and we could have a large 
in-person gathering for our AGM. But, alas, the ongoing 
COVID situation requires that we do this by Zoom. Perhaps 
we can schedule 2022, 23, etc., in warmer months where we 
can gather out of doors? 
  
We are having pre-AGM Zoom discussions on the resolutions 
and I’m looking forward to joining with you at those. Check 
your email for further updates and links to these discussions. 
  
It’s very important that enough people show up to an AGM to 
pass or fail resolutions. If we do not have quorum, we cannot 
proceed. So even if you just log in and cannot attend the 
entire meeting but leave it playing in the background while 
you do housecleaning, please attend as much as you can. It’s 
important that people show up for this. 
  
The Resolutions Committee took your member submissions 
and re-formatted them for resolution wording. They omitted 
the submitting member’s name so that the resolution itself 
stands on its own. You should have received them, and the 
resolutions ballot, by email. If not, let us know, we’ll resend 
them. 
  

After the recent federal election, I took a two-week trip out 
to Vancouver Island with Ev Tanaka of the Alberta Greens. 
We met with groups of greens in every local area we travelled 
to. Over and over, we heard people say how revitalizing those 
meetings were. As we return to forming constituency 
associations in every Saskatchewan constituency after the 
AGM, I’m hoping that the process can be similar to those 
west coast meetings (but less rain). I am still SO excited to 
form C.A.’s with all of you! :) 
  
The COP26 climate talks just drew to a close. I had hoped for 
more from it especially after the recent ‘CODE RED for 
Humanity’ IPCC report. Trudeau did speak to his election 
promise of capping oil and gas emissions by 2050, and 
Canada called for a global price on carbon while committing 
to not finance fossil fuel projects abroad.  As part of the 
COP26 announcement, Canada also committed $1 billion to 
help other countries wean themselves off coal (1.) and 
reiterated an election promise to end exports of thermal coal 
by 2030 (2.). Canada, however, did NOT end domestic 
subsidies of oil & gas here in Canada. I see that as a huge 
failure. The emissions cap targets are too far in the future and 
more hopeful rather than pragmatic – relying on unproven 
carbon capture and other off-setting schemes. This, 
combined with NO commitment to end domestic fossil fuel 
subsidies, ensures our oil and gas sector will continue to drive 
our emissions in the wrong direction. 
  
Canada signed a declaration “to halt and reverse forest loss 
by 2030”. This sounds good. It covers 3.6 billion hectares of 
forest worldwide. However, this is unlikely to address the 
main kind of deforestation and degradation happening in 
Canada: the clear cutting of primary or old-growth forests and 
replanting with single-species monoculture plantations of 
seedlings.  
  
I visited the Fairy Creek Blockade while on Vancouver Island. 
These massive, ancient trees are 800 years old and the 
ecosystem is rare. The agreement Canada signed does not 
halt the destruction of that temperate rainforest. Sites with 
the potential to grow very large trees cover less than 3% of 
the province of BC. These ecosystems are effectively the 
“white rhino” of old growth forests. They are almost 
extinguished & will not recover from logging. Here in 
Saskatchewan, we also have catastrophic clear cutting still 
happening in our north. 
  
Canada hasn’t yet, but I hope we will join Quebec in the 
“Beyond Oil & Gas Alliance” (3,) -- the most ambitious pledge 
any portion of Canada was involved in at COP. Maybe we 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/trudeau-cop26-cao-oil-and-gas-1.6232639
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/trudeau-cop26-cao-oil-and-gas-1.6232639
https://www.cbc.ca/news/science/thermal-coal-canada-ban-exports-1.6236441
https://www.cbc.ca/news/science/thermal-coal-canada-ban-exports-1.6236441
https://beyondoilandgasalliance.com/who-we-are/
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could convince Moe and Meili this is something 
Saskatchewan should champion too? 
  
We need to keep building and be a strong voice for climate 
action in our local communities and in elections. The need for 
Greens is more urgent than ever right now. I’m dedicated to 
doing this important work with all of you. Please reach out 
anytime to talk. 
  
Yours, Naomi Hunter 
1-306-561-8880 
naomihunter@saskgreen.ca  
 
 

AGM RESOLUTIONS  
Preface  

For the first time in a couple years, our party is holding an 
annual general meeting at which a number of resolutions will 
be discussed and voted on. We will be using the Bonser 
method whereby, if a resolution gets seventy-five percent or 
more of the votes, it passes; if a resolution gets less than 
twenty-five percent of the votes, it fails, and if it gets 
between twenty-five and seventy-five percent of the votes, it 
goes to a workshop phase for further discussion and 
amendment, and is then voted on again. 
  
Everyone is encouraged to think about and discuss the 
resolutions prior to the AGM, and as many of you as possible 
to attend the AGM to discuss and vote on the resolutions. All 
of the resolutions have been brought forward by individuals. 
The party has neither endorsed nor rejected any of the 
resolutions. It is up to you, the members, to decide what is 
best for our party as we chart our way forward. 
  
Below is the list of resolutions as presented by members. 
Naomi has included a link to the party's Facebook page where 
the resolutions can be discussed. We also are setting up some 
pre-AGM zooms for the purpose of discussing these motions 
ahead of the AGM.   
  
Your SGP Executive 
 

Resolution 1: Inclusive Language 
WHEREAS language must be inclusive, 
BE IT RESOLVED that Section C – Constitution 5.0 Use of 

Feminine/Masculine Words: 
Words in the Constitution denoting the female or male gender 

shall be deemed to include the other. 

BE REPLACED WITH the following: Section C – C: 5.0 Inclusive 
Language 

All SGP Constitution, Provincial Bylaws, and Generic Constituency 
Association Constitution must be written using gender neutral 
language. 

Which means amendments to the following: C: 7.1, B: 2.1.2, B: 
3.1, B: 3.6, B: 8.5.4, B: 10.4.3, B: 10.7.3, 7.6 (in the GENERIC 
CONSTITUENCY ASSOCIATION CONSTITUTION) 

 
Resolution 2: Digital Tools and Social Media 
WHEREAS the determination of the responsibilities of the 

executive predates the advent of digital tools and social media, 
AND WHEREAS the internet and social media influence elections, 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following be appended to B: 8.5.2 

Deputy Leader Duties and adopted immediately or after the 
next executive election: 

To be responsible for monitoring the Saskatchewan Green Party 
digital tools (website, customer relationship management 
software, etc.) and social media and preparing and presenting a 
report at the executive meeting. 

 
Resolution 3: Sustainable Economic Initiatives 
WHEREAS in the past, the Green Party has been seen as a party 

that is mostly against things. We want to show farmers and 
businesspeople that we are on their side, and we will work 
tirelessly to shine a light on economic opportunities that also 
address environmental and social concerns. (Simplifying 
legislation for organic farming, geothermal energy, selling 
green hydrogen to Europe, developing high yield solar panels, 
etc.) 

BE IT RESOLVED that C: 3.3 
to promote a society where environmental and social concerns 

are given the same priority as economic concerns; 
BE AMENDED to C: 3.3 
to promote a society where environmental and social concerns 

are given the same priority as economic concerns and to work 
with local, national and international organizations to highlight 
and promote sustainable economic initiatives that are a good 
fit for individual ridings. 

 
Resolution 4: Leadership Term and Elections 
WHEREAS our constitution and bylaws stipulate that our leader's 

term of office is four (4) years, 
AND WHEREAS this provision does not take into account 

provincial electoral legislation setting fixed election dates, and 
thus may damage the party's ability to wage an election 
campaign, 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following be appended to the Leader's 
Term provision (B: 8.3): 

mailto:naomihunter@saskgreen.ca
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After completing at least one year of their term, the leader may 
appeal to the Executive for a vote of confidence by the 
membership. If the executive agrees by a majority, a YES or NO 
vote of confidence in the leader shall take place within 60 days, 
or as part of the agenda of an Annual General Meeting. If a 75% 
vote of confidence in the leadership is achieved, the leader has 
the option of starting a four-year term from the date of the 
confidence vote. 

 
Resolution 5: Leader Chooses Deputy Leader 
WHEREAS leaders of political parties across Canada generally 

appoint their Deputy Leaders, 
AND WHEREAS the SGP Leader and Deputy Leader have to work 

in lockstep for effective electoral and political action, 
BE IT RESOLVED that from the time of the 2022 AGM, the SGP 

Leader shall choose and appoint their Deputy Leader. 
 
Resolution 6: Extra Deputy Leader(s) 
WHEREAS our party continues to grow and organize, it may be 

necessary to also have a second Deputy Leader or two, 
preferably from different areas of the province, who are able to 
attend events in those areas on our behalf. 

BE IT RESOLVED B: 8.5.2 Deputy Leader be changed to allow for 
the appointment of extra deputy leaders if needed. 

 
Resolution 7: Promoting Hemp 
WHEREAS we push to alternative energy and slowing down 

and/or reversing the damage of fossil fuel, AND WHEREAS 
things currently made of fossil fuel can also be made from 
hemp, 

BE IT RESOLVED we should also include pushing for hemp 
processing. 

 
Resolution 8: Suicide Prevention 
WHEREAS suicide may be said to be an increasing threat in 

society,  
AND WHEREAS suicide in Saskatchewan has not been sufficiently 

addressed as a social problem arising often in childhood,  
BE IT RESOLVED that a mandatory suicide prevention course be 

included in all teacher training in Saskatchewan, 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED Saskatchewan government mandate 

yearly suicide prevention workshops for teachers, student 
teachers, and substitute teachers. 

 
Resolution 9: Citizen’s Assembly for Proportional 

Representation 
WHEREAS democracy is a fundamental part of Canadian society; 
AND WHEREAS the first-past-the-post electoral system produces 

seat counts that are often disproportionate to the popular 

support of political parties; 
AND WHEREAS all politicians, and all parties, are widely 

perceived by the public, and by each other, to have a vested 
interest in the design of the electoral system; 

BE IT RESOLVED that policy with respect to electoral reform, we 
call for a Citizens’ Assembly to deliberate on a model of 
proportional representation, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED this Citizens’ Assembly be formed of an 
odd number of willing, randomly selected citizens who are 
broadly representative of the electorate of Saskatchewan , 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the mandate of the Citizens' 
Assembly include proposing, in a report to the Legislative 
Assembly, a specific, detailed design for an electoral system 
that is tailored to Saskatchewan's needs, and which it believes 
would meet the approval of a majority of Saskatchewan voters. 

 
Resolution 10: Limit on Donation 
WHEREAS our party's bylaw restricting donations to $5,000 or 

less puts our electoral goals at an unfair disadvantage in the 
current political situation, 

BE IT RESOLVED that this bylaw be removed. 
 
Resolution 11: Collective Security 
WHEREAS research has shown that economic disparities are 

highly correlated with crime. Crime concerns persons who 
score high in conscientiousness in the big five personality traits 
and are more likely to vote conservative. If we can demonstrate 
that our principles will lead to both social justice and collective 
security, we will appeal to more people in Saskatchewan and 
Canada. 

BE IT RESOLVED that C: 2.3 Social Justice 
We assert that the key to social justice is the equitable 

distribution of resources to ensure that all have full 
opportunities for personal and social development. 

BE AMENDED to C 2.3 Social Justice and Collective Security 
We assert that social justice and collective security can both be 

attained when all persons have the necessary resources to 
ensure full opportunities for personal and social development. 
 
 

REPORT FROM THE COP26 GLASGOW CLIMATE  
by Glenn Wright 

I attended the 26th Conference of the Parties (COP 26) 
climate conference in Glasgow from October 31, 2021 to Nov 
12, 2021. This was the first COP conference that I have ever 
attended. The National Farmers Union of Canada offered to 
sponsor myself and 6 others to attend COP 26. Given that this 
COP was billed as “the last best chance to hold global 
warming to less than 1.5C,” I felt compelled to go even 
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though I was anxious about the emissions associated with the 
trip -- and my doubts as to anything I could do to make a 
difference. 
This COP conference was a COP like no other before it due to 
the pandemic.  People from the global South were grossly 
underrepresented because of the restrictions on “red zone” 
countries and the vaccine apartheid – at the conference's 
start, many countries still had less than 5% vaccination among 
their populations. My impression was that the organizers 
seemed quite unprepared for the public health requirements 
to ensure a safe COP 26, given the global pandemic. I could 
see this in the lack of social distancing, the lack of 
consideration for daily lateral flow testing for delegates from 
other countries, and the fact that the venues only had 
capacity for about 10,000 people, despite there being almost 
40,000 participants registered. 
 
It was very difficult to obtain audience with any of the 
Canadian government officials.  Canada did not have a 
pavilion within the “Blue Zone” – the only Canadian presence 
was a small room for their delegation to meet.  We went to 
that door and tried to engage with the staffers from the 
Canadian government, but this was nearly fruitless. 
 
To get into the event required going through three stages of 
security, with the last stage being as rigorous as what is 
required to board an international flight.  Furthermore, there 
was often a helicopter hovering overhead for the entire day 
to provide “eyes in the sky” for the ground security forces.  
Security was very tight on the first days for the World 
Leaders' Summit, and on Nov 8 when former president Barack 
Obama spoke.  For the World Leaders' Summit, the security 
fences and police presence were extended for more than an 
additional ½ mile outside the first security entrance, with foot 
soldier police spaced about 30 ft apart. 
 
With respect to the COP 26 event, there were three separate 
zones: the Blue Zone, the Green Zone, and the climate fringe.  
The Blue Zone required pre-approval from the UN and daily 
three stage security screening. All events in the Blue Zone 
were sanctioned and controlled by the UNFCCC (United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change).  The 
Green Zone was an event sanctioned by the UK government 
and was meant more to showcase initiatives in the UK and 
presentations by some environmental NGOs or (in some 
cases) corporate greenwashing. The Green Zone venue was 
the Glasgow Science Center and there were only 3,000 daily 
tickets made available to the general public; these had to be 
obtained in advance. 

 

The Blue Zone delegates had access with their badge to enter 
the Green Zone at their convenience.  The climate fringe 
refers to all the events held all over Glasgow by many civil 
society organizations in parallel to the COP 26 conference.  
We spent the first 3 days trying to attend events in the Blue 
Zone, but quickly realized that many events in the climate 
fringe were more genuine and more accessible.  
 
My approach to attending COP 26 was to engage with our 
local Saskatchewan media as much as possible before and 
throughout the COP. I thought that my focus would be best 
served trying to raise awareness in Saskatchewan of the 
coming changes in climate, energy, and policy in an attempt 
to normalize discussion about these issues. I have felt that 
Saskatchewan has been languishing in the denial phase of the 
climate crisis for far too long, and this is why I tried doing as 
much media work as possible.  In total, I was interviewed 
nearly 20 times to date, but I anticipate doing more work to 
tell of COP upon returning home tomorrow. 
 
With respect to the negotiations and substance of COP 26, 
the experience has helped validate and expand much of my 
thinking about the climate crisis. The most energizing 
experiences were participating in the Friday’s for Future 
march and the Global Day of Climate Action march. To see so 
many people demanding change helps someone like me, 
from Saskatchewan, know that we are not alone in the 
struggle for a stable climate. We marched with Canadian flags 
and this was very helpful to attract people with a connection 
to Canada and Canadian media. However, there were some 
who challenged us for carrying the flag, knowing the role of 
Canada in extracting dirty energy and oppressing Indigenous 
peoples.  We tried to explain that not all Canadians support 
government policy and that we want to see a just transition 
now too. The marches were fantastic with about 30,000 on 
Friday and over 150,000 in Glasgow on Saturday.  It was 
estimated that over 250,000 turned out to march on Saturday 
across the UK in total.   
 
My other thoughts that have been reaffirmed through our 
COP 26 attendance relate to FOCUSING the climate justice 
movement.  We are too scattered as a movement, our 
attention parceled out over trying to end capitalism and 
inequality, climate finance, loss and damage, adaptation, 
gender issues, the oceans, the global South, colonialism, 
ecocide, net zero, nature-based solutions, technology 
saviours, nuclear, Beccs, peace… and so on. This suite is not 
exhaustive of all the distractions that often serve to separate 
and divide activists. The facts are that coal, oil, and gas are 
responsible for over 80% of the problem, our survival 
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problem. So that should be our focus, but unbelievably, after 
25 prior COPs, the words coal, oil, and fossil gas have not 
appeared in the agreement texts. “Breakthroughs” at COP 26 
were to see specific reference to “unabated coal” and 
“inefficient fossil fuel subsidies”, but this is wholly 
inadequate. Other, more positive, developments were the 
Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty, the Beyond Oil and Gas 
Alliance, and the Global Registry of Fossil Fuels. These latest 
initiatives will hopefully focus attention on the principal 
causes of the climate crisis: coal, oil, and fossil gas. 
 

 
Image by cubicroot from Pixabay 4552316 

The core message should be about reducing dirty energy and 
building clean energy. COP 26 has validated for me what I 
have been saying for some time now, that we must: 

• Focus on efficiency and conservation  

• Build only clean energy 

• Regulate and price pollution 
Anything else is distracting from the core issue. 
COP 26 will only bring more incremental change from the top 
down.  We need to mobilize from the ground up and focus on 
that which matters most.  To do this effectively requires 
raising awareness, gathering allies, and presenting a unified 
message.  
 
Yours truly in the struggle for a better future, Glenn Wright 
 
Glenn and his wife Shannon farm near Vanscoy, 
Saskatchewan. Glenn practices law in Saskatoon as an 
associate lawyer with Wardell Gillis. Glenn has run in 
numerous federal and provincial elections since 2011 and was 
the Green MLA Candidate for the Saskatoon Westview riding 
in the 2020 Saskatchewan provincial election. He is a board 
member of the Saskatchewan Environmental Society, SaskEV, 
and the Saskatchewan Barley Development Crop Commission.  
Glenn has also been an active member with Climate Justice 
Saskatoon and the National Farmers Union of Canada. 
 
 

CHLORPYRIFOS IS TOXIC  
by Sheryl McCumsey  

--- "After Decades, Canada Gives Up Pretending Chlorpyrifos 
Is Safe." You should write that story. 
--- How to begin? Not everyone is concerned about pesticide 
use. A lot of folks have faith that Health Canada has properly 
assessed pesticides, and that they're 'safe'. 
 
I am someone who wants to see us reduce pesticide use in 
our communities, and who is fortunate in that I have a 
background in science. 
 
So what is that story? I will write one -- but it is important to 
know there are many. 
 
About seven years ago a woman approached me about how 
the city of Edmonton was spraying a pesticide called Dursban 
over and/or around her acreage north of the city. (Pictures 
and spray sheets confirm this.) She was upset that no one in 
Alberta Environment would address this. She claimed bees 
and birds would lie dying shortly after. She did not give the 
city her consent to do the spraying and she contacted city 
employees several times to let them know. She had no one to 
turn to. 
 

https://pixabay.com/users/cubicroot-809958/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=4552316
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=4552316
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Edmonton used both Dursban and Pyrate, pesticide products 
that contain chIorpyrifos, to kill mosquito larvae. It was the 
last municipality to use this agent for mosquito control in 
Canada and perhaps North America. Chlorpyrifos is a very 
potent neurotoxic insecticide that is in several products 
registered in Canada. The department within Health Canada 
that registers pesticides, using industry data, is the Pest 
Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA). 
 

 
Image by Gaëtan Bussy from Pixabay 5688692 

 
What is amazing about this story is what the federal 
Environment Commissioner's 2015 Report on Pesticide Safety 
says of the PMRA. According to the Report,  "ChIorpyrifos was 
first registered in Canada in 1969 to control pests on many 
food crops, including wheat and potatoes." 
 

In 1999, the Report states,the Pest Management Regulatory 
Agency initiated a re-evaluation of chIorpyrifos. By 2002, the 
PMRA had discontinued many residential uses of pesticides 
that contained chlorpyrifos, as a way to mitigate risks. In the 
following year, the Agency consulted with the public on an 
upcoming decision on the remaining uses. However, more 
than a decade later, the re-evaluation of chlorpyrifos remains 
incomplete, and no final decisions have been made about the 
remaining uses. 
 
"In its (1999) re-evaluation, the Agency found that 
chIorpyrifos is acutely toxic to a wide range of organisms, 
including mammals, birds, fish, aquatic invertebrates, and 
honeybees", according to the Report, which goes on to state 
that in 2003, as a result of these risks to the environment, the 
Agency proposed to cancel the use of chIorpyrifos on a 
number of crops, including corn, filberts, lentils, oats, 
peppers, sugar beets, tobacco, peaches, and nectarines. 
 
"In 2007, after public consultation, the Agency decided to 
reverse the cancellation for all of these crops." 
 
Let's take a deep breath.This pesticide is 700 times more toxic 
than malathion (another persistent neurotoxic insecticide), 
has thousands of peer-reviewed studies showing how 
harmful it is (especially to children even at very low doses), 
studies showing it is found in all arctic media (ice, snow etc.), 
studies showing breakdown byproducts are even more 
harmful, lawsuits around lack of scientific rigour in the US, 
alternatives to it that do exist -- and it is banned in several 
countries around the world. Yet here in Canada, literally one 
half of a century later, we still do not have a full health 
assessment of a pesticide many think should be banned 
around the world? 
 
Science and evidence should matter in the registration of a 
pesticide, and a government agency we pay taxes to should 
do the job they say they do. Assessments are supposed to 
include harm to health and our government is supposed to 
review a pesticide every 15 years. They imply they do this, but 
in fact we can find instances in which they do not. Edmonton 
was spraying this in at least one park (that we had evidence 
of) and spraying well inside city boundaries (that we had 
evidence of). These are federal infractions that were not 
addressed. This restricted pesticide was misused by the City, 
sprayed in an area where one million people reside, and no 
one enforced regulations. 
 

https://pixabay.com/users/g-trema-12032017/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=5688692
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=5688692
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In February, ten public interest groups, led by Safe Food 
Matters Inc., filed a formal notice of objection to the 
inadequate risk assessment. 
 
Several months later, the PMRA now plans to phase out all 
uses of this pesticide, with last date of sale by retailers 
December 10, 2022 and last use, including on canola and 
garlic, to be December 2023. 
 
The reason given by the PMRA is that industry failed to 
provide the necessary health studies.  
 
Their "Update on the Re-evaluation of Chlorpyrifos," dated 
May 13,2021, states: "The intended work to update the 
human health assessment is no longer needed as all pest 
control products containing chlorpyrifos are being cancelled 
due to failure to satisfy requested data requirements. On this 
basis, the revaluation for chlorpyrifos is now considered 
complete." 
 
One might ask how they claimed this was "safe" for the last 
53 years of use? The entire continent of Europe, along with 
many other nations around the world, have already banned 
this pesticide. It will take the combined effort of many 
citizens to make improvements within Health Canada's Pest 
Management Regulatory Agency, a system that clearly 
favours industry instead of protecting Canadians.  
 
One might also ask why the United States will take three 
months to phase out chlorpyrifos while Canada will take 
three years. One option to get involved is provided by 
Ecojustice’s “Fighting for an Immediate Ban on Chlorpyrifos”. 
 
Sheryl McCumsey was a medical technologist when she 
became aware of the harm of pesticides and became actively 
involved in creating positive changes for all Canadians. She 
now resides in BC and is primarily concerned about forest 
spraying. 

 
 
THE STATE OF HEMP IN SASKATCHEWAN   
By Travis Treso   

As a hemp activist and business owner, I have believed in the 
many benefits and uses of hemp for over 25 years. The 
industry was expected to boom ever since commercial 
cultivation of hemp was first legalized in Canada in 1998, and 
for certain hemp sectors the boom is happening. There are 
thousands of industrial products that can be made from the 

waste biomass 

of hemp such as paper, building materials, biodegradable 
plastics, fuel, super capacitors for batteries, and basically 
anything your imagination can come up with. With all of 
these many possibilities for hemp, what exactly is the state of 
hemp in Saskatchewan in 2021? 
 
By now, most people are aware that hemp hearts and other 
hemp foods, along with many different hemp-derived CBD 
products are produced in Canada. These specific hemp 
markets have expanded exponentially and are enjoying the 
boom since 1998, and by now most people have at least 
heard of these products. Many people believe that other 
hemp products like paper, fibreboard, and eco-plastics must 
also come from within Canada, but this is not actually the 
case. Even though Canadian farmers can legally grow hemp, 
and many are growing it, we are not seeing an increase in 
commercial products available for sale other than food and 
medicine, for a few reasons. 
 
Firstly, a major reason for the lack of industrial development 
here in Canada is directly related to prohibition. China never 
outlawed hemp like the rest of the world in 1937-38. As such, 
they have been developing hemp processing facilities for the 
past 85 years exclusively, while the rest of the world stood 
still regarding hemp with a few minor exceptions. China has 
also capitalized on their cheap labor and non-existent 
environmental laws to attract industry. As a result, China 
currently produces over 95% of all industrial hemp products 
worldwide, excluding seed and flower products. It has been 
difficult to remain price competitive with China for investors 
to justify investing in hemp here in Canada. When the 
government had a willing investor like Hemptown (See 
below), the government should have jumped at the chance. 
 
Secondly, hemp processing facilities are expensive. Rather 
than reinventing the wheel or building new, we should be 
exploring existing facilities that can accomplish the same goal. 
We currently have at least 6 abandoned pulp and paper mills, 
and several fibreboard facilities throughout the province 
waiting to be revived. These facilities can be purchased for 
pennies on the dollar and retro-fitted to accept hemp 
biomass to create a variety of hemp paper products, or hemp 
medium density fibreboard (MDF) alternatives just to name a 
few. These two ideas could immediately halt the need for 
tree-based paper or fibreboard products. The environmental 
benefits to our province would be immeasurable as trees are 
an incredible carbon sink, and are part of a balanced 
ecosystem. 
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In 2020, a Health Canada database reported there were 1269 
industrial hemp licenses issued in Canada, with 188 of those 
here in Saskatchewan. The total number of acres grown was 
55,607 and 15,412 respectively compared to just 5,900 acres 
overall in Canada in 1998.  
 
To put this into perspective, Saskatchewan farmers plant over 
30 million seeded acres of all crop types every year. 
Approximately 0.05% of that is sown to hemp, while over 12 
million acres or about 40% is dedicated to canola in 2021 
according to Statistics Canada. Canola farmers are 
encouraged to use Roundup herbicide as part of their weed 
control program. Roundup is classified as a neurological toxin, 
and many jurisdictions around the world are now banning its 
use. It is time for Saskatchewan to put the health and safety 
of people (and planet) ahead of profits, especially when 
sustainable crop alternatives exist. 
 
Hemp does not require herbicide applications because hemp 
provides a thick canopy of leaves that “chokes” out all weed 
competition. Furthermore, hemp has a deep taproot that can 
access water and minerals deeper into the soil than most 
other plants, making hemp drought tolerant and more 
mineral rich as compared to other crops, and offers far 
superior nutrition than canola as an oilseed. This makes hemp 
an environmentally friendly crop with unlimited uses. So why 
is it taking so long for hemp to finally get off the ground? 
 
There has been commercial interest in hemp in Saskatchewan 
since 1998. One such example came in 2004 when a company 
from Vancouver called Hemptown approached the town of 
Craik with a hemp processing opportunity. The town of Craik 
was interested and sold Hemptown a commercial lot for $1 in 
hopes of bringing hemp industry, and jobs, to the local area. 
Once Hemptown secured the land, they approached the 
Saskatchewan NDP government for a repayable loan of $5 
million. An agreement was reached with the government, and 
the prospect of Hemptown bringing hemp industry to 
Saskatchewan was becoming a reality. Farmers in the area 
began to cultivate hemp in preparation for the new 
processing facility. The last phase of Hemptown’s plan was to 
finish developing their “hemp crailar” technology which was 
designed to create 100% hemp clothing that was as soft as 
bamboo. This phase of development was expected to be 
completed by Spring 2008. Politically, we had a provincial 
election at the end of 2007 where the Saskatchewan party, 
led by Brad Wall, won a majority government. Brad Wall was 
sworn in as the provincial premier on November 21, 2007, 
and by the end of his first week he cancelled the repayable 

loan to Hemptown. 
 
Repayable is important to emphasize because the 
government has given financial help to many corporate 
businesses with no repayment required. Saskatchewan just 
spent $184 million in 2021 alone to clean up orphaned oil 
wells in the province, a cost that should have been incurred 
by oil companies, not taxpayers. A repayable loan to 
Hemptown could have created incredible economic benefits 
to the province by expanding the local economy with locally 
grown hemp products. Hemptown ultimately left the hemp 
sector before they could finish developing their technology, 
and redirected their efforts towards flax as flax has far less 
regulation and none of the stigma. The actions of the current 
Saskatchewan government demonstrate they are not for 
hemp, but rather working directly against hemp. 
 

 
Modified image by Kaoru Yamaoka from Pixabay 845071 

 
With all of the high quality, arable land in Saskatchewan, we 
could become a global leader in developing a sustainable 
hemp economy right here on the prairies. It is interesting to 
note that issues pertaining to agriculture are under provincial 
jurisdiction, not federal (The Agriculture Administration Act 
1978). This means that if Saskatchewan were to exercise its 
lawful right to govern all areas of agriculture and bring 

https://pixabay.com/users/kaoruyamaoka-1193473/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=845071
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=845071
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industrial hemp into its jurisdiction, we could control the 
regulations as a province. 
 
The best climate solution is not more carbon taxation, but 
rather action. We need to change our way of doing things 
now and focus on ideas that benefit everyone. Hemp can 
provide many environmental solutions in the food, clothing, 
housing, fuel, paper, and medicine industries. Hemp is also a 
natural resource than cannot be patented. The revenue will 
remain with the stakeholders, the people who choose to 
cultivate hemp and work in the industry. We also need the 
backing of our elected government. The desire and demand 
for sustainable, local products is growing; with support from 
all levels of government, the possibility of creating a stable 
and sustainable hemp economy can become a reality. 
 
Travis Treso is the owner/operator of Hemp Haven in Regina 
since 2005. 
 
 

IT’S TIME FOR COMPASSION 
by Naomi Hunter  

Scott Moe’s Covid-19 management has been faulty from day 
one, putting the economic needs of big business ahead of the 
public and worker safety. However, it’s still not too late to do 
the right thing. 
 
“We should immediately implement a provincial Guaranteed 
Livable Income”, states Naomi Hunter, leader of the 
Saskatchewan Green Party, “our Saskatchewan Income 
Support (SIS) is proving disastrous, the federal CRB ends this 
week, and it’s getting cold outside”. 
 

 
Image by mikegi from Pixabay 5237517 

Homelessness is rising in our province as recent 
‘encampments’ in our major cities can attest. But they are the 
tip of a much larger poverty iceberg. Premier Moe should 
have put a plan in place so people could safely stay home – 
not become homeless. 
 
“It’s very clear that Scott Moe doesn’t care about the 
people”, says Hunter, “the most recent example of ignoring 
top health advice to control the 4th wave should be all the 
evidence we need that he is in fact causing harm – people are 
dying”. 
 
It was during the pandemic, the largest immediate threat to 
global public health in generations, that Moe went ahead 
with the new Saskatchewan Income Support scheme, leaving 
many poorer than before. This comes at a time when other 
vital services have been clawed back or severely reduced. 
The Food Bank is seeing much higher usage, impacting how 
much they can give each person. Hunger is an ever-increasing 
problem as ‘community-run fridges’ try desperately to fill in 
the gaps. 
 
Transportation is one of the biggest problems for those in 
poverty and the pandemic has affected that as well. We need 
more public bus service in our cities, not less. We need to 
bring back the STC and help alleviate isolation while 
improving safety and access to vital services. 
 
Our need for counselling and other mental health supports 
has increased at a time when those services were already 
strained and under-funded. Further, many health and social 
services must now be accessed by Zoom or phone. This adds 
yet more barriers to the poor and/or disabled, and less 
quality care overall. 
 
Our opioid overdose rates in Saskatchewan are a pandemic of 
their own, while Scott Moe refuses to provide the support 
needed for treatment centres and safe injection sites. 
We already had a housing problem before the pandemic, yet 
Moe’s SaskParty made the problem worse by amending the 
law to shorten eviction notices to 15 days. Time and again, 
when more help was needed at this difficult time, additional 
problems were thrown at the poor instead. Now it’s reached 
a tipping point and we are in an emergency situation. 
 
“If people freezing to death in our parks doesn’t concern you, 
or a neighbour dying from accidental fentanyl overdose 
doesn’t either, maybe our crumbling health care system and 
overloaded hospitals should!” exclaims Hunter. “Now more 
than ever we need a leader that cares, one who listens to the 

https://pixabay.com/users/kaoruyamaoka-1193473/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=845071
https://pixabay.com/users/mikegi-506967/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=5237517
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=845071
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experts, and doesn’t let Grandma be flown to Ontario to die 
alone.” 
 
As a country we decided that $2000 per month was a minimal 
amount we needed to survive with the CERB/CRB. Now that 
‘benefit’ is gone but the need is still there. It’s time for 
Saskatchewan to take the lead and immediately institute a 
Guaranteed Livable Income for all in this province. 
 

SEVEN CARBON CAPTURE AND STORAGE THREATS   
by Nancy Carswell 

Decades ago, I began tai chi lessons with Dr. Bill and Ruth. I 
think they taught the Yang style. Sadly, their commute from 
Saskatoon to Prince Albert became too much for them and 
lessons ended. I was excited to start lessons with a new 
instructor, but they espoused a different style. This is when I 
made an irreversible mistake. I split my cognitive and time 
resources between the old style and the new. When those 
lessons ended, I had neither style. 
 
This story has a teaching that applies to transitioning to clean 
energy during a climate crisis. To transition rapidly to 
renewables, we must concentrate, not split our resources. 
Carbon capture splits our resources. 
 
The $1.5 billion spent by the people of Saskatchewan on 
unproven carbon capture cannot be spent on proven 
renewables. The track record of the Boundary Dam Carbon 
Capture and Storage (CCS) project has yet to meet 
expectations. Based on a cost estimate of $20 million, the 
$1.5 billion spent on CCS could have generated 75 solar 
projects like the 10-megawatt Highfield Solar Facility located 
near Swift Current. It is estimated that collectively these 
projects could meet the needs of 187,500 homes. 
 
Not only does carbon capture split our limited resources, but 
it is devastatingly counterproductive in six ways, listed in a 
letter posted at the Center for International Environmental 
Law (CIEL) and endorsed by over 500 North American groups. 
All quotes are from the CIEL letter: 
 
Did you know? 
 

1. The majority of captured carbon is sold to produce more 
oil. As insane as this sounds, it is true. "Almost all existing 
CCS projects are tied to 'enhanced oil recovery' (EOR). In 
EOR, CO2 is injected into depleted underground oil 
reservoirs to boost oil production." So, CO2 captured at 

Boundary Dam is used to extract more oil from the 
Weyburn oil fields. 

2. CCS contravenes the principles of environmental justice. 
CCS projects "would impose new pollution and safety 
hazards" on Indigenous and other racialized communities 
"already suffering disproportionate and deadly impacts 
of environmental racism." Transporting carbon captured 
at the Boundary Dam to the Weyburn oil fields "involves 
a massive network of perilous pipelines connected to 
underground injection sites, each with its own set of 
dangers." 

3. "There is no economic rationale for the massive 
deployment of CCS." CCS makes fossil fuel power even 
more expensive, while the cost of renewable energies 
plummets. In 2021, SaskPower announced that there is 
no business case to invest in CCS for Boundary Dam's 
Units 4 and 5. Also, SaskPower contracted to deliver set 
amounts to fossil fuel companies using it for EOR and has 
paid millions in shortfall penalties when Boundary Dam's 
production was insufficient. 

4. The little carbon sequestered may not stay sequestered. 
There is neither science nor regulation to back the 
promise of "permanent" storage. Like uranium, carbon 
has its own "geological time scale — for hundreds or 
even thousands of years." It is irresponsible to think CO2 
stored underground, or used in goods such as plastics 
and cements, will stay there. The majority of CO2 
produced at Boundary Dam is producing more CO2 and 
the minority of CO2 stored may be released to become 
yet another burden on the next generation. 

5. While CCS prevents some carbon emissions from 
entering the atmosphere, it removes none. 
"Advertisements from some fossil fuel companies that 
compare CCS to a living plant are deeply misleading." It 
also "fails to address other harmful pollution from fuel 
combustion, such as fine particulate matter (PM2.5)." 
Compare this to solar energy when the "pollution" from a 
solar spill is a sunny day. 

6. CCS will prolong our dependence on fossil fuels. "Putting 
carbon capture technology on greenhouse gas-emitting 
facilities enables those facilities to continue operating, 
effectively providing those emitters with a license to 
pollute indefinitely." Also, it is estimated that 30% of the 
energy produced at Boundary Dam, which could go to 
customers, is reallocated to power the carbon capture 
process. (Connecting this to the first point, CCS uses 
more fossil fuel to produce more fossil fuel.) 

 
The CIEL letter states, "Investing in CCS infrastructure add-ons 
to existing facilities locks those facilities and their current 
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energy technologies in place. It diverts resources from non-
polluting alternatives compatible with a safe climate future." 
We must reject carbon capture and storage. It harms 
ecosystems and communities, increases oil production and 
prolongs our dependence; storage is not permanent, and 
while it reduces CO2 emissions, it does not remove it nor 
does it prevent other harms from polluting our atmosphere. 
 

 
Image by Clker-Free-Vector-Images from Pixabay 32591 

 
Let's tell our policy makers there is no U turn. We cannot 
make the irreversible mistake of splitting our limited 
resources on carbon capture and storage in a climate crisis. 
Contact your provincial and federal representatives at 
www.legassembly.sk.ca/mlas/  and 
www.ourcommons.ca/members/en.  
 

BOOK REVIEW: THE GLOBAL ACTIVIST'S MANUAL 
by Dave Greenfield  
 
Prokosch, Michael, and Laura Raymond. The Global Activists' 
Manual: Acting Locally to Transform the World. Nation Books, 
2002.  
 

This manual is an interesting book. It was published in 2002, 
and composed at the height of the global anti-corporate 
protests of the early 2000's. 
  
Naomi Klein wrote the introduction and various writers had 
articles in the book. 
  
Klein begins by describing the movement against global 
capitalism as having started either in the streets of Seattle in 
November 1999 or five hundred years ago, depending upon 
who you talk to. She then says that the movement tends to 
emerge and re-emerge over the centuries under various 
names. 
  
Much of the book then proceeds to describe various aspects 
of the overall movement, touching on various issue areas as 
well as different aspects of internal organizing. 
  
Near the beginning, in a section called "Crossing Borders", the 
authors give a few examples of the transformative experience 
of activists from different countries or continents meeting 
each other and learning they have a common corporate 
enemy. It tells of women from Tennessee (where they had 
lost a factory that had re-located to Mexico) who had been 
cursing "those Mexican workers", traveling to Mexico to meet 
Mexican women workers, now realizing the Mexican workers 
were worse off than they were in Tennessee, and realizing 
that their common enemy was the range of corporations who 
were pitting the workers against each other. The book then 
tells a similar story about American farmers meeting French 
farmers and realizing the transnational grain handlers were 
similarly pitting farmers from different parts of the world 
against each other, all the while making huge profits for 
themselves. 
  
The book moves on to a section on building coalitions and 
gives a few examples of coalition-building. One example it 
gives is that of building a coalition in opposition to the School 
of the Americas. The School of the Americas (nicknamed the 
School of the Assassins) is a military school in Fort Benning, 
Georgia where the U.S. has trained Latin American military 
personnel who carry out murder and torture against labour 
activists, environmentalists and other progressives 
throughout Latin America. By obtaining a list of the graduates 
of the school through the Freedom of Information Act, people 
opposing the school were able to learn the range of people 
who had been killed by graduates of the School of the 
Americas and build coalitions among North and South 
American peace and human rights activists, labour activists 
and so forth. Another example it gives is of American prisoner 

https://pixabay.com/users/clker-free-vector-images-3736/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=32591
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=32591
http://www.legassembly.sk.ca/mlas/
http://www.ourcommons.ca/members/en
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rights activists who came to understand how the prison 
industrial complex, which consists of industries who have a 
vested interest in building more prisons, is connected to 
corporate globalization because the prisons are essentially 
used to imprison people who have been left behind by 
globalization. Activists also learned about the racist 
dimension of the prison system in which a disproportionate 
number of members of racialized groups are imprisoned. So 
making the links between different dimensions of an issue 
both require and enable activists to build broad coalitions. 
  
The book spends some time discussing the lack of racial 
inclusiveness in the movement. One article called "Where 
Were the Colours in Seattle" talks about how some ninety-
five percent of the activists at the Seattle protests in 1999 
were white, even though people of colour are usually the 
most oppressed. It looks at different reasons why many 
people of colour stayed home. Some said they did not relate 
to the issues; they were focused more on local justice issues; 
they couldn't afford to travel to Seattle; they attended a 
meeting or two in preparation for Seattle but found the 
organizers too dogmatic; joining a protest led by white 
hippies or white anarchists didn't really turn them on, and so 
forth. 
  
The Global Activists' Manual states that we need three things 
in the movement: critical consciousness, a vision and 
strategy. Critical consciousness means an awareness of the 
current situation and why it exists; a vision implies 
envisioning the kind of world we wish to create, and strategy 
means a sense of how we are going to get there. 
 

 
Modified image by athree23 from Pixabay 4876630 

 

The authors state that, as of the early 2000s, the movement 
seems to be organizing around three different approaches: 1, 
organizing around high profile direct actions that involve 
traveling to major events like WTO and G8 meetings to hold 
high profile protests, 2, working for long term institutional 
change through national or international campaigns (such as 
the anti-sweatshop campaign), and 3, local coalition-building 
where activists build long term coalitions at the local level 
that work for change locally. 
  
There is a beautiful section on direct action which includes a 
piece by David Solnet on the history of direct action from the 
Diggers, who did guerrilla gardening on St. George's Hill near 
London in 1649, to the Underground Railroad during the 
movement against slavery, to Gandhi making salt by the sea 
in 1930, to  workers and peasants in much of Spain taking 
control of the factories and the land and resisting a coup by 
Francisco Franco in 1936, to civil disobedience in the Civil 
Rights and Anti-Vietnam War movements in the Sixties and in 
the anti-nuclear movement in the Seventies, down to the 
multi-issue mass action in the streets of Seattle in 1999. 
There is also a piece by Star Hawk entitled "How We Really 
Shut Down the WTO Meeting in Seattle". 
  
The Global Activists' Manual also discusses some of the 
tensions that emerged as some grassroots activists started to 
see the activists who could afford to travel to various 
summits to protest as representing a kind of elite in the 
movement who engaged in summit-hopping, but who didn't 
necessarily do the hard ongoing work at the community level.  
  
The book ends with a section called "Practical Tips" which 
includes advice on how to start a group, how to organize on 
the internet (as well as how to make sure that those who are 
not on the internet can still be included), and what to do 
about surveillance and disruption by the capitalist state. The 
book includes a Movement Yellow Pages and a glossary of 
terms. 
  
This book is clearly meant to introduce new activists and 
potential activists to the length and breadth of the movement 
and to encourage people to get involved. Even though I have 
been an activist since the mid 1980s, I enjoyed the book and 
found it informative. It seems we are always learning more. 
  
The book was written at a time when a multi-faceted 
movement against corporate power seemed to be on the 
upswing. I lived through this period as an activist and I 
remember that period as being rather like a wave that arose, 
crested and then dissolved. 

https://pixabay.com/users/athree23-6195572/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=4876630
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For me, the wave began with the fight against the proposed 
Multi-Lateral Agreement on Investment (MAI) in the fall to 
winter of 1997-98, and the APEC protests in Vancouver in 
November 1997. It continued through the "Battle of Seattle" 
in November-December 1999, the protests against the World 
Bank and IMF in Washington D.C. in April 2000, the World 
Petroleum Congress protests in Calgary in May-June 2000, the 
Quebec City protests against the FTAA in April 2001, the 
Genoa protests in July of 2001, the World Bank and IMF 
protests in Ottawa in November 2001, the G8 protests in 
Calgary in June 2002 and finally the protests in Cancun 
Mexico in August of 2003. 
  
I am happy to say that the first leader of our provincial Green 
Party, Neil Sinclair, who was leader at the time, took part in 
the protests in Seattle in 1999 and in Quebec City in 2001, 
and both Neil and I traveled to Calgary to participate in the 
World Petroleum Congress protests in 2000 and the G8 
protests in 2002. 
  
It was in the period from 1998 to 2003, that our party, initially 
called the New Green Alliance, came into being (in 1998 to 
99), ran our first sixteen provincial candidates in 1999 and ran 
four candidates federally in 2000. 
  
The latter part of this period saw the 9-11 attacks in 
September 2001, the strengthening of the surveillance state 
in both Canada and the U.S. and a sense that dissent was 
being quietly silenced for the sake of patriotism. Initially the 
protests continued, some of them  re-focusing themselves as 
anti-war protests. 
  
In her 2017 book, "No is Not Enough", which she wrote in 
response to the election of Donald Trump, Naomi Klein 
commented that one factor that tragically helped lead the 
way to the rise of Trump and Trumpism was the collapse of 
the strong left-leaning anti-corporate movement in the years 
following 9-11. The relative disappearance of a strong anti-
capitalist left created a political vacuum which Trump was 
only too happy to fill, attracting those who felt alienated and 
disillusioned by the political mainstream. This is probably 
most true in Middle America where people saw their jobs 
disappear and relocate to Mexico thanks to NAFTA. It was all 
too easy to fall prey to a right-wing demagogue who wanted 
to build a wall along the Mexican border, rather than building 
the kind of cross-border solidarity among workers that is 
talked about in the Global Activist's Manual. 
  
Today in Canada we face a similar right-wing demagogic 

movement in 

the People's Party, whose recent electoral growth has been 
fed by the anti-mask and anti-vaccination reaction to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. This movement-and-party appeals to 
people alienated from mainstream politics by offering 
simplistic and often xenophobic solutions, rife with 
misinformation. To counter this trend, here in Canada as 
elsewhere, a progressive Green Left must grow and offer an 
empowering analysis, vision and strategy that alienated 
members of the public can relate to and in which they can 
come to participate. 
 

POEMS  
by Dave Greenfield  

I wrote the following two poems on Sunday April 16th in 
the year 2000, the weekend that the protests against 
the World Bank and IMF occurred in Washington D.C. It 
seems appropriate that I include these poems as a 
follow-up to my book review of the Global Activist's 
Manual.  
 

Sunday April 16th 2000 CE 
 
You are in the streets 
All ten thousand of you, 
Marching, singing, roaring-- 
  
"The IMF must come down! 
The World Bank must come down! 
Globalization must come down! 
Come down, come down from its pedestal, 
Turn around 
And allow the world to be driven 
By twelve billion hands." 
  
D.C. police and fire marshals 
Evacuate you 
From your warehouse homes 
At 8:40 AM, 
Calling you a fire hazard, 
Calling your breakfast fuel 
Firebomb-building material, 
Saying your paint-thinner 
Was made to explode. 
Operation Provocation smiles 
But not even all state-corporate media are fooled. 
The people around North America wink; 
They've seen police provocation before. 
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You are in the streets 
All twenty thousand of you, 
Staring down the police 
Staring down back at you. 
  
IMF and World Bank meetings 
Already underway, 
Calling poverty and exploitation progress, 
Calling loan-sharkery kindness. 
  
I am listening to Coleman Barks 
Reading poems by the thirteenth century 
Sufi poet Rumi, 
Poems about the high meditative state 
That created the cosmos 
And out of which all things were born. 
  
"Put down your placards." some say; 
"Change the world by drinking sweet mantra; 
Go forth in blissful awareness; 
See all things in their full brightness 
For the first time." 
  
Yet you are in the streets 
And in my heart I am with you. 
"My kingdom is not of this world." 
Yet we are interrogated by Pilate. 
  
Yet it is that proclamation 
Of the quiet home of the soul, 
Of that truth, 
Of that divinity in all of us, 
That sends the sparks flying. 
  
We are in the streets, 
Seattle, Washington, Edmonton, 
To proclaim the child of God each of us is, 
To proclaim the divine awareness 
Out of which the earth was born, 
To proclaim that inner beauty 
In Earth, in forest, in seabed, 
In the hearts of shantytown dwellers 
And the hands and faces of all. 
  
We are here to do what Rumi dreamed. 
The mystic becomes a prophet 
And rattles World Bank-IMF Nineveh. 
  
You are in the streets, 

All thirty thousand of you. 
The music, the words, 
The divine remembering, 
The music, the love, 
The divine connecting. 

 

Imperium Anti 
 
We are the anti-corporation 
The counter-hegemony, 
The network based on love, friendship, truth: 
Selling nothing, 
Our hearts and minds knowing only hope, 
Our hands proclaiming the art 
Of no-thingness or nothingness. 
 
May our hands be joyfully empty 
That our fingers may stroke the earth. 
May our minds know the sweet darkness 
Of the night wind 
That we may breathe deep 
In deep well whispers. 
  
To wake perchance to dream 
Is our motto 
If we have a motto. 
To be is not to be 
Controlled or defined by dollar signs. 
  
We are the anti-corporation 
The counter-hegemony. 
Television camera eyes 
Would like to strike us mindless, 
Would like to munch our souls and say 
"One more has come to the slaughterhouse.". 
"You have joined the pig hearts 
And pig excrement of hog barn smiles.". 
  
But when we do not go mindless or soulless 
But simply sit in that silence 
That is beyond mind and soul, 
The camera eyes blink nervously; 
The reporters shuffle their feet 
And put their microphones away, 
Not understanding 
Why we do not mind 
Not being reported on. 
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We are the anti-corporation 
The counter-hegemony. 
You do not quite know what to make of us, 
But we leave our foot 
And finger prints behind. 
  

 
Image by OpenClipart-Vectors from Pixabay 144957 

Finance ministers and presidents 

Talk about our outward signs, 
Tell audiences of bankers 
And World Bankers 
That they will have to do some more convincing 
Of that great unhappy beast, 
Trying to maintain 
And rebuild consensus, 
Like setting and resetting a table 
When we proclaim the king 
Had no right to eat in the first place, 
Tip the table over, 
Pour the contents off 
And let him wash down stream. 
  
Moon glows red; sun turns dark. 
Thermal horizon haunts you. 
We shout from our burial grounds. 
"Liberation! liberation!" 
"The freedom war is on! 
The freedom war.". 
  
Invisible, inaudible 
We creep; we creep. 
The anti-corporation 
Nameless, logoless, almost worldless, 
We are the rustling of leaves and dust 
On an autumn morn or eve. 
  
It will not be said, 
"Look, we are there 
Or look, we are there." 
We are already spread out 
All over the earth; 
Eat us like sweet carob 
Wherever you are. 

 
 

  

https://pixabay.com/users/openclipart-vectors-30363/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=144957
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INVITATION TO CONTRIBUTE 
 
There are too many of us now, Green members and supporters, for the Weaver staff to reach out to each recipient of this issue to 
ask “Do you have something to say to, or to share with, the rest of us?” 
 
Don't be shy, dear reader. We are available to work with you so that an article, letter, report, or poem of yours appears in the 
Weaver.  The insights, problems, frustrations, helpful hints and shareable joys of Greens and green-friendly folks throughout the 
province help us to really understand one another and to co-operate for a just and climate-sane Saskatchewan. 
 
The Weaver Editorial team reserves the right to edit any article we receive. If we do substantive editing, we will connect with you 
for your approval or to see if you wish to withdraw your article.  
 
David Walther, Weaver Editorial Team 
info@saskgreen.ca 
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