
THE WEAVER Vol 1 Spring Equinox 2022 

 

The Saskatchewan Green Party: https://www.saskgreen.ca/ 
 

 

A Publication of the Saskatchewan Green Party 
The Weaver articles express the viewpoints of the authors. 

They do not necessarily reflect the policies of the Saskatchewan Green Party. 

 

"We are the hour. We are the day. 
We are the dream that won't go away." 

"The future is in the hands of those who can give 
tomorrow's generations a valid reason 

to live and hope." 
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS  PAGE # 
1. Editorial: From Protest to Emergency by David Greenfield 2 
2. A Message from Our Leader by Naomi Hunter 3 
3. SGP AGM Announcement 5  
4. Ten Interesting Personal Principles to Live by A.C. Grayling 5 
5. Destructive Pace of Change by Alan Bishoff 5 
6. The Hype About Thorium Reactors by Gordon Edwards 6 
7. Poem: Who Then? by David Greenfield 10 
8. Some Thoughts on the Resignation of Ryan Meili by David Greenfield 11 
9. Suffering the SaskParty by Naomi Hunter 13 
10. Remembering Richard Jack by Dave Abbey and Victor Lau 14 
11. Twelve Principles for Social Change by David Greenfield 
12. Cars, Dollars, and Energy by John Klein 14 
13. Poem: Windmills by David Greenfield 15 
14. Book Review: A Good War by Mark Bigland-Pritchard 16 
15. Driving Responsibly by Maria Rose Lewans 17 
16. Invitation to Join the Weaver Team  18 
17. Invitation to Contribute 19 
  

https://www.saskgreen.ca/


THE WEAVER Vol 1 Spring Equinox 2022 

 

2 
 

EDITORIAL: FROM PROTEST TO EMERGENCY 

By Dave Greenfield  
Over the past year, we have seen anti-mask and anti-vaccine 
protests evolve from peaceful protest to increasingly 
aggressive belligerence, blocking streets, harassing medical 
staff both online and in person, in some cases blocking 
ambulances, harassing and making threats against political 
candidates and so forth. As far back as a year ago, anti-hate 
groups and others observed individuals they recognized from 
the far right, i.e. white supremacists and neo-Nazis, having a 
significant presence at anti-mask and anti-vaccine rallies. It 
soon became clear that groups from the far right were taking 
advantage of the discomfort that some were feeling toward 
vaccines to egg them on and build a broader ultra-right 
movement. It is also quite possible that these bad actors from 
the far right are responsible for many or even most of the 
websites, tweets, Facebook posts and so forth spreading 
misinformation about vaccines, claiming vaccines are hurting 
or killing people, and fueling people's discomfort with 
vaccines in the hope of gaining more recruits for the far right. 

When the Canadian government made it mandatory for 
truckers crossing the Canada-U.S. border to be vaccinated, on 
January 10th 2022, people of various shades of the political 
right seemed to see an opportunity to capitalize on the 
resentment of some truckers to mobilize a convoy to Ottawa. 
While ninety percent of truckers have been vaccinated and 
seem quite willing to comply with the rules, truckers among 
the other ten percent began expressing the kind of anti-
regulation resentment that the far right was hoping to 
capitalize on. By Friday January 28th 2022, the truckers' 
convoys were rolling into Ottawa, and by Monday January 
31st it was becoming clear that they had no plans to leave. It 
was also clear by these first few days that there were active 
white supremacist, misogynist and homophobic elements in 
the truckers' protest. Anti-hate groups who monitor the 
activities of white supremacist and other hate-based groups 
had become aware of well known white supremacists who 
were hard core organizers in the so-called Freedom Convoy. 

Over the next two weeks, the truckers and their supporters 
bedded down in the streets of Ottawa, harassing residents 
with long, loud antivax harangues, and racist, misogynist and 
homophobic taunts. They kept local residents awake with 
extremely loud truck horns blaring, put their health at risk 
with diesel fumes, and acted towards the Ottawa police as if 
they, the protesters, were in charge. The Ottawa police 
force's failure to respond in a stronger, more assertive way 
(instead spending time high-fiving the protesters and getting 
their pictures taken with them), is something that needs to be 

investigated, and I hope when this is all over, there will be 
some kind of an inquiry into what went wrong, particularly 
regarding why the Ottawa police weren't better prepared to 
steer the protesters away from Parliament and the 
downtown core right from the moment the protesters first 
arrived. 

In addition to events in Ottawa, truckers began setting up 
blockades at several border crossings in B.C., Alberta, 
Manitoba, and Ontario, the most serious of which was on the 
Ambassador Bridge in Windsor, Ontario. 

As many have commented, if the protesters had been 
Indigenous or black, or even left-leaning young white people, 
(as in Quebec City in 2001), police would have used much 
harsher methods to confront them. As of mid February, no 
police force has used tear gas, pepper spray or concussion 
grenades on any of the protesters associated with the 
truckers' convoy or truckers' blockades. Tear gas, pepper 
spray and even concussion grenades have been used against 
Indigenous, black and left-leaning protests in various parts of 
Canada over the past thirty odd years, not to mention 
arbitrary arrests, manhandling and the causing of physical 
injury. 

As I write these words on Tuesday February 15th, police have 
cleared protesters from the Ambassador Bridge and Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau has invoked the Emergencies Act 
across the country to be better able to confront and remove 
the protesters and their big noisy stinky trucks. Personally, I 
am very much in favour of Prime Minister Trudeau invoking 
the Emergencies Act. I hope it is used correctly and in a 
focused way against the truckers' convoy and blockades. 

In recent days, we have seen pushback by Ottawa residents 
forming counterdemonstrations against the occupying 
truckers, including preventing the truckers from driving down 
particular streets into residential neighbourhoods. Others in 
other cities, fed up with the trucker protests in general, have 
also held counterdemonstrations. I very much hope that the 
Emergencies Act is not used against any of the 
counterdemonstrators. The counterdemonstrators are good 
citizens responding to a crisis no one would have predicted 
two years ago. 

Progressive activists on the ground in Ottawa have varying 
opinions about the government invoking the Emergencies Act 
and are largely waiting to see whether invoking the Act will 
be effective in ending the occupation. 

As one commentator said, those who study possible security 
threats to Canada did not predict that a global pandemic, 
causing governments to bring in various types of restrictions, 
including a requirement for truckers to receive a vaccine in 
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order to cross the Canada-U.S. border, would lead to a revolt 
by some truckers, and that this revolt would be funded and 
enlarged by the organized far right; that this would result in a 
mass occupation of the streets of Ottawa along with border 
blockades; and that this occupation would be cheered on by a 
former U.S. president (Donald Trump), another presidential 
hopeful, (Ted Cruz), and a major U.S. television network, (Fox 
News), and that this would lead thousands of Americans and 
Canadians to fund this far right occupation of Ottawa. This 
has been a cascading series of events that most people would 
not have predicted. Now we are here, in a dystopian present 
in which thousands of people objecting to a perfectly 
reasonable health measure, many of them made vaccine 
hesitant by misinformation online, along with avowed white 
supremacists and neo-Nazis, (who are probably grinning from 
ear to ear), are occupying the streets of Ottawa with what is 
ultimately an anti-democratic, pro-fascist agenda. 

I hope that by the time this edition of our newsletter is 
published, in mid March, the trucker occupation of Ottawa 
and the various blockades across the country will have been 
disbanded, either voluntarily or with police action, and I hope 
nobody will have died or been seriously injured as a result of 
the law enforcement process. I support invoking the 
Emergencies Act, because I know that these right-wing 
protesters are very sophisticated, and they will do everything 
they can to flout the law, avoid arrest and continue harassing 
local citizens in Ottawa. I wish all levels of government and 
police services well in bringing these reactionary protests to 
an end. 

In the broader picture, and in the longer term, we need to 
reflect on why such reactionary movements exist among 
Canada's working class. We need to be able to reach out to 
workers in this time of great change and help them 
understand that, yes, there are problems in our society, but 
the problem is not ethnic diversity, Indigenous land rights or 
the environmentalists. The problem is the way in which 
capitalism is exploiting both the earth and most of humanity, 
and the way in which capitalism pits various groups within the 
working class against each other. 

In my movement, perhaps, one day soon, a million people will 
go to Ottawa, people of all ethnicities, genders, orientations, 
disabilities and walks of life, and we will fill the streets of 
Ottawa to demand meaningful action on climate issues, clean 
drinking water in First Nations communities, a national 
housing strategy and so forth, but we will come on foot and 
on bicycles, rather than in big noisy stinky trucks. We will 
come in peace and be respectful towards local residents in 
Ottawa, and thousands of them will join us. 

 
Image by Kevin Snyman from Pixabay 4193110 

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR LEADER  
Dear Saskatchewan Greens:  

We have all suffered so much loss over the last two years. For 
the last decade, my day job income in the winter has been 
working with seniors. As time has gone on this year, I’ve 
realized how many of the seniors I taught have died during 
the pandemic. People I knew for many years and knew their 
story; it sometimes feels like the grieving will never end for 
me, as I know is the case for many others right now. Mixed 
with my grief are strong feelings of hope for renewal in this 
province. As we prepare for the 2024 election, we can make 
sure to elect candidates dedicated to real change and 
renewal as Saskatchewan builds back. 

I have lived in a number of small Saskatchewan towns. When 
I was a kid (in the '80s), the population was 450-500 people in 
most of these towns. We had a corner store, a school, a co-
op, a rink, a credit union, and a post office (these were pretty 
standard). All that is gone now in many of the communities I 
lived in as a child. Some only have the post office left. It’s 

https://pixabay.com/users/kevin_snyman-47288/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=4193110
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=4193110
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noticeable as I revisit these childhood homes while door 
knocking during elections. The services leave, the population 
declines, because no one moves to a town with no services.  

I want to see legislation and initiatives pushed forward in this 
province to revitalize our small, rural communities. So much 
value could be added to our province by encouraging 
individuals to think about moving to these modest-sized 
communities and opening needed services and enterprises. If 
we had a government that gave help in the form of start-up 
capital to micro, home-based and local cooperative 
businesses, that would add value to smaller communities and 
encourage our youth to stay or locate in rural small towns. 
Instead of this healthy approach, we are so far stuck in the 
usual preoccupation with investing in big business, which is 
always centralizing in the population centres.  

During this pandemic time, I’ve felt so much empathy for 
those laid off. Many people lost their work, permanently or 
temporarily. Their economic concerns are real and serious. I 
have heard from people in this situation who felt unheard by 
both the SaskParty and the NDP. In our urban centres as well 
as in rural Saskatchewan, we need to focus on creating 
opportunities that address the needs of families in this 
province. We as politicians must truly listen to peoples’ hopes 
and dreams and help create opportunities to bring them to 
fruition. Greens have long focused on listening campaigns: I 
would urge you now, Listen to your friends, relatives and 
neighbours. Reflect their concerns and needs back to me and 
the SGP executive and let’s create policy together to move 
into this election cycle connected to ever more people we 
know and care about.  

In Saskatchewan, housing prices are rising faster than wages 
are. People are more and more often feeling that rent 
increases make the goal of home ownership completely 
unattainable. Almost a whole younger generation has given 
up on this goal. I suggest that we as a province look to Europe 
and their use of beautiful and desirable social housing (run on 
a very limited profit basis) instead of building low-income 
housing. I suggest we rethink solutions to this very real need. 
In Vienna, for example, public housing is attractive, 
comfortable and maintained well. Its mixed-income approach 
means wealthy Viennese share walls with working class 
residents. In Saskatchewan, we associate government-
subsidized housing with crime and poor conditions. Adopting 
a model of government housing similar to what is seen in 
Vienna mainly changes who is allowed to live there -- and the 
design changes from being deliberately low quality to a 
quality that encourages upper income individuals to want to 
live there. In Vienna social housing is deliberately built in 

desirable locations, with the goal of attracting people from 
across economic and social spectrums. Higher-income 
tenants pay market price, and this subsidizes the low-income 
tenants’ less costly rents. There is also a consistent effort 
made for supply to keep up with demand. "The Viennese 
have decided that housing is a human right so important that 
it shouldn't be left up to the free market," says a 2013 article 
in the magazine Governing. Saskatchewan could benefit in so 
many ways by making the same decision.  

Saskatchewan currently puts so much money and power in 
the hands of private developers with our current SK low-
income housing projects! This way of governing is deeply 
flawed. Right now, these projects regularly go over budget 
after taxpayers' dollars have funded the venture. But the 
corporations still need to turn a profit, and even so-called 
“affordable housing” projects are out of reach of most 
individuals. I envision European-style social housing built on 
government-owned land that's sold to a private company, 
which then owns and operates the housing units under public 
oversight. These should also incorporate concepts like child 
care right into the building design and be located near 
schools, transit and cultural opportunities like museums and 
galleries. I see this housing as attractive to seniors, couples, 
families and accessible to disabled individuals. These things 
are all incorporated thoughtfully into social housing in 
Europe. I know people in England who find this style of rent-
controlled housing so comfortable and enjoyable to live in, 
and they have built such strong community ties with their 
neighbours, that they never move. Right now, in 
Saskatchewan, so many impoverished people express that 
one of their greatest struggles is that they have that added 
stress of constantly moving! Let’s open our hearts and 
rebuild, moving forward with solutions that will encourage 
skilled labourers to want to stay and live here, create real, 
functional urban cores and solve the affordability crisis.  

Our province is drought-prone historically. Right now, our 
watersheds and drinking water are seen as commodities to 
exploit. The public has been warned of bluegreen algae 
blooms in southern Saskatchewan. Northern Saskatchewan 
has suffered water quality issues for decades from mining and 
pulp mills. Currently, our waters are under threat by the 
SaskParty’s planned, ultra-expensive Diefenbaker Dam 
expansion. As our climate destabilizes, we need people in 
government that look to water conservation and 
preservation. Last summer’s heat dome had devastating 
effects on many farmers and without water, we as farmers 
can’t combat such events. Without water, we have nothing. 
It’s time to look to innovative solutions and get them in place 
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ahead of the patently predictable water scarcity crisis 
looming in our future.  

What we are seeing more and more often, is over-lapping 
emergencies. Serious forest fires, floods, decreased food 
production and droughts are all scenarios we have 
experienced more frequently in this province in recent 
history. It’s hard to be proactive instead of reactive when we 
are in a state of constant emergency. I understand people’s 
calls at this point in the pandemic, for “a return to normal”, 
but the escalating climate crisis, that the pandemic is actually 
one facet of, have created a new reality that is not normal. I 
understand people's exhaustion with requests for resilience. I 
feel we need a far-sighted government mobilized to 

mitigate these disasters before they are upon us. We need to 
have emergency preparedness plans that protect our 
environment and the people and animals that live here.  

We, as Greens, have long seen the need to end our 
dependence on fossil fuels. It’s become part of more 
widespread political discourse recently. We now need to gain 
enough voter support to influence how Saskatchewan is 
governed. Many people would say that’s impossible "in this 
province". I would remind those people that there was a time 
not long ago when people in the Maritimes also said, “Greens 
can never be elected here.” We have a lot of elected 
Maritime Greens now! In fact, Greens are the Official 
Opposition in P.E.I. Taking that further, every single seat we 
have provincially and federally in Canada, has been a place 
where once it was believed Greens could never get elected. 
That includes Saanich-Gulf Islands, Elizabeth May’s riding, 
which is now considered one of the safest seats in Canada. 
Even one elected Green in Saskatchewan could be enough to 
become a “king-maker”, whose vote would be needed by 
other parties to pass legislation, requiring us to be part of the 
decision making process. In Ontario, elected Ontario Green 
Party Leader Mike Schreiner has been a strong and constant 
voice for progressive change, as the only Green elected there. 
With strong third party presence in the Saskatchewan 
Legislature, we could break up the pattern here of two parties 
in continuous drastic opposition to one another. Greens 
everywhere are known for their willingness to collaborate 
across party lines for the good of voters.  

Longterm governments forget that they owe the people 
accountability and transparency. When a party first comes to 
power, they are still making efforts to win people over by 
bringing in programs voters wanted. Under our winner-take-
all voting system, after this “honeymoon” phase passes, 
governments develop an arrogant attitude and look more to 
what they want to push through. With the SaskParty, that has 

resulted in a series of legacy projects that will be lasting 
monuments to the enormity of their ego, with taxpayers 
suffering and footing the way-over-budget bill. Greens always 
tend to keep in mind that being an elected representative is 
more about what your constituents want than what you 
want. Greens are accountability itself.  

Despite the difficulties of the last two years in this pandemic, 
and the difficulties we will face in creating a more just, 
equitable and ecologically sustainable Saskatchewan, I am by 
nature an eternal optimist and am full of excitement for the 
work to come. This is our time to show that Greens are the 
political home for many disaffected Saskatchewan voters. We 
have never wavered in our integrity, even when it seemed we 
needed to in order to gain more votes. Now is the time in 
history when Saskatchewan people will be looking for political 
representatives who are grounded in activism and far-seeing 
idealism. This is our time.  

Yours, Naomi Hunter 

Call 1-306-561-8880 or email naomihunter@saskgreen.ca  

 

SGP AGM IN JUNE 
Your Invitation to Our Saskatchewan Green Party 2022 
Annual General Meeting  

This is an announcement to let you know that the 
Saskatchewan Green Party will be holding its 2022 Annual 
General Meeting on Saturday June 4th. Our meeting will 
be held in person at the Confederation Inn in Saskatoon, 
with members having the option of joining our meeting by 
way of Zoom.  

Our Annual General Meeting will include voting on any 
resolutions that are received as well as electing members 
of the provincial executive. All positions are up for 
election this year except for those of President and 
Leader.  

Nominations for members of the executive as well as 
resolutions must be received by 11:59 PM on Thursday 
May 5th, thirty days in advance of the AGM.  

Please watch for further announcements letting you know 
where to send nominations and resolutions. 

 

TEN PERSONAL PRINCIPLES TO LIVE BY 

By A.C. Grayling 
Here are ten principles which the British humanist 
philosopher, A. C. Grayling has compiled, calling them “Ten 
Commandments of Humanism.” The principles emphasize 

mailto:naomihunter@saskgreen.ca
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taking responsibility and thinking independently, as well as 
love and kindness. 

1. Love well.  

2. Seek the good in all things. 

3. Harm no other.  

4. Think for yourself. 

5. Take responsibility.  

6. Respect nature. 

7. Do your utmost.  

8. Be informed. 

9. Be kind.  

10. Be courageous. 

 

DESTRUCTIVE PACE OF CHANGE  

By Alan Bishoff  
There is a Chinese board game Weiqi (or "Go" for the Anglos) 
that has discs that are placed on a board grid. The objective is 
to surround the other player's discs. It is decades since I had 
anything to do with it, but it is tricky in that someone can 
appear to be winning when in fact they are just getting 
stretched out into a vulnerable situation. I haven't sorted it 
out enough in my head to put it to paper, but I think in some 
ways the more progress we make on some fronts the deeper 
hole we are in on other fronts.  

 
Image by OrcaTec from Pixabay 

In spite of our great technological success and 
material/economic well-being we are very troubled societies. 
We have large portions of the population who are rejecting 
all the knowledge that science has built over the past 
centuries. Many people are still climate change deniers, anti-
maskers, anti-vaxers in spite of the harm their actions do to 
themselves and unfortunately to the rest of us. I think we live 
in a complex world where almost everything relates to 

everything else. It is easy and self-satisfying to dismiss "these" 
people as kooks or nut-cases when in fact they are probably 
quite competent in some spheres of their lives. Our society 
has produced these people just as it has produced the "meth-
heads" and all the other addicts who opt out to the point of 
total self-destruction. Under the manipulation of a Trump the 
anti-science/alternative truth people can become a terrifying 
social force. 

We cannot just dismiss them and wish them away. We need 
to find out what creates and drives them. What feeds their 
fears. I can't put a tight case together yet, but believe that 
our current rate of social change has out-paced the capacity 
of many humans to adjust with comfort. They react against 
the threat of change and support leaders who promise to 
turn the change around - however vacuous that promise is -
Make America Great Again. Boris Johnson, Donald Trump and 
a number of other "populist" world (and provincial) leaders 
manipulate and feed off these fears. 

The point is, I don't think we have connected the dots to 
understand the real social/human cost of our great 
achievements and amazing productive capacity. In order to 
become "whole" again we may have to forgo some of the 
technological things we "could do" but with good foresight 
would decline. Gro Harlan Brundtlund in her book "Our 
Common Future" mentioned that in Iceland, trapping 
communities made the decision not to allow trappers to use 
skidoos (instead of dog teams) because it would change the 
whole social and economic dynamic.(No idea what has 
happened in the decades since then.) We need to make those 
kinds of decisions if we are going to escape where we are 
going. That is almost like deciding to leave oil in the ground. 
We don't seem to be able to do that. 

 

THE HYPE ABOUT THORIUM REACTORS 

By Gordon Edwards, Canadian Coalition for Nuclear 
Responsibility  
There has recently been an upsurge of uninformed babble 
about thorium as if it were a new discovery with astounding 
potentiality. Some describe it as a nearly miraculous material 
that can provide unlimited amounts of problem-free energy. 
Such hype is grossly exaggerated.  

Thorium and Nuclear Weapons 

One of the most irresponsible statements is that thorium has 
no connection with nuclear weapons. On the contrary, the 
initial motivation for using thorium in nuclear reactors was 
precisely for the purpose of supplying nuclear weaponry. 

https://pixabay.com/users/orcatec-2164300/
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=5643293
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It was known from the earliest days of nuclear fission that 
naturally-occurring thorium can be converted into a powerful 
nuclear explosive – not found in nature – called uranium-233, 
in much the same way that naturally-occurring uranium can 
be converted into plutonium. 

Working at a secret 
laboratory in Montreal 
during World War II, nuclear 
scientists from France and 
Britain collaborated with 
Canadians and others to 
study the best way to 
obtain human-made nuclear 
explosives for bombs. That 
objective can be met by 
converting natural uranium 
into human-made 
plutonium-239, or by 
converting natural thorium 
into human-made uranium-

233. These conversions can only be made inside a nuclear 
reactor. (Image by Albedo-ukr (CC BY-SA 2.5)) 

The Montreal team designed the famous and very powerful 
NRX research reactor for that military purpose as well as 
other non-military objectives. The war-time decision to allow 
the building of the NRX reactor was made in Washington DC 
by a six-person committee (3 Americans, 2 Brits and 1 
Canadian) in the spring of 1944. 

The NRX reactor began operation in 1947 at Chalk River, 
Ontario on the Ottawa River, 200 kilometres northwest of the 
nation’s capital. The American military insisted that thorium 
rods as well as uranium rods be inserted into the reactor 
core. Two chemical “reprocessing” plants were built and 
operated at Chalk River, one to extract plutonium-239 from 
irradiated uranium rods, and a second to extract uranium-233 
from irradiated thorium rods. This dangerous operation 
required dissolving intensely radioactive rods in boiling nitric 
acid and chemically separating out the small quantity of 
nuclear explosive material contained in those rods. Both 
plants were shut down in the 1950s after three men were 
killed in an explosion. 

The USA detonated a nuclear weapon made from a mix of 
uranium-233 and plutonium-239 in 1955. In that same year 
the Soviet Union detonated its first H-bomb (a thermonuclear 
weapon, using nuclear fusion as well as nuclear fission) with a 
fissile core of natural uranium-235 and human-made 
uranium-233. 

In 1998, India tested a nuclear weapon using uranium-233 as 
part of its series of nuclear test explosions in that year. A few 
years earlier, In 1994, the US government declassified a 1966 
memo that states that uranium-233 has been demonstrated 
to be highly satisfactory as a weapons material. 

Uranium Reactors Are Really U-235 Reactors 

Uranium is the only naturally-occurring material that can be 
used to make an atomic bomb or to fuel a nuclear reactor. In 
either case, the energy release is due to the fissioning of 
uranium-235 atoms in a self-sustaining “chain reaction”. But 
uranium-235 is rather scarce. When uranium is found in 
nature, usually as a metallic ore in a rocky formation, it is 
about 99.3 percent uranium-238 and only 0.7 percent 
uranium-235. That's just seven atoms out of a thousand! 

Uranium-238, the heavier and more abundant isotope of 
uranium, cannot be used to make an A-Bomb or to fuel a 
reactor. It is only the lighter isotope, uranium-235, that can 
sustain a nuclear chain reaction. If the chain reaction is 
uncontrolled, you have a nuclear explosion; if it is controlled, 
as it is in a nuclear reactor, you have a steady supply of 
energy. 

But you cannot make a nuclear explosion with uranium unless 
the concentration of uranium-238 is greatly reduced and the 
concentration of uranium-235 is drastically increased. This 
procedure is called "uranium enrichment", and the 
enrichment must be to a high degree – preferably more than 
90 percent U-235, or at the very least 20 percent U-235 – to 
get a nuclear explosion. For this reason, the ordinary uranium 
fuel used in commercial power reactors is not weapons-
usable; the concentration of U-235 is typically less than five 
percent. 

However, as these uranium-235 atoms are split inside a 
nuclear reactor, the broken fragments form new smaller 
atoms called “fission products”. There are hundreds of 
varieties of fission products, and they are collectively millions 
of times more radioactive than the uranium fuel itself. They 
are the main constituents of “high-level radioactive waste” 
(or “irradiated nuclear fuel”) that must be kept out of the 
environment of living things for millions of years. 

In addition, stray neutrons from the fissioning U-235 atoms 
convert many of the uranium-238 atoms into atoms if 
plutonium-239. Reactor-produced plutonium is always 
weapons-usable, regardless of the mixture of different 
isotopes; no enrichment is needed! But that plutonium can 
only be extracted from the used nuclear fuel by 
"reprocessing" the used fuel. That requires separating the 
plutonium from the fiercely radioactive fission products that 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Albedo-ukr
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5/deed.en
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will otherwise give a lethal dose of radiation to workers in a 
short time. 

Thorium Reactors are Really U-233 Reactors 

Unlike uranium, thorium cannot sustain a nuclear chain 
reaction under any circumstances. Thorium can therefore not 
be used to make an atomic bomb or to fuel a nuclear reactor. 
However, if thorium is inserted into an operating nuclear 
reactor (fueled by uranium or plutonium), some of the 
thorium atoms are converted to uranium-233 atoms by 
absorbing stray neutrons. That newly created material, 
uranium-233, is even better than uranium-235 at sustaining a 
chain reaction. That’s why uranium-233 can be used as a 
powerful nuclear explosive or as an exemplary reactor fuel. 

But thorium cannot be used directly as a nuclear fuel. It has 
to be converted into uranium-233 and then the human-made 
isotope uranium-233 becomes the reactor fuel. And to 
perform that conversion, some other nuclear fuel must be 
used – either enriched uranium or plutonium 

Of course, when uranium-233 atoms are split, hundreds of 
fission products are created from the broken fragments, and 
they are collectively far more radioactive than the uranium-
233 itself – or the thorium from which it was created. So once 
again, we see that high-level radioactive waste is being 
produced even in a thorium reactor (as in a normal present-
day uranium reactor). 

In summary, a so-called “thorium reactor” is in reality a 
uranium-233 reactor. Some other nuclear fuel (enriched 
uranium-235 or plutonium) must be used to convert thorium 
atoms into uranium-233 atoms. Some form of reprocessing 
must then be used to extract uranium-233 from the 
irradiated thorium. The fissioning of uranium-233, like the 
fissioning of uranium-235 or plutonium, creates hundreds of 
new fission products that make up the bulk of the high-level 
radioactive waste from any nuclear reactor. And, as 
previously remarked, uranium-233 is also a powerful nuclear 
explosive, posing serious weapons proliferation risks. 
Moreover, uranium-233 – unlike the uranium fuel that is 
currently used in commercial power reactors around the 
world – is immediately usable as a nuclear explosive. The 
moment uranium-233 is created it is very close to 100 
percent enriched – perfect for use in any nuclear weapon of 
suitable design. 

Uranium-232 — A Fly in the Ointment 

There is a complication that arises in the form of another 
human-made uranium isotope, uranium-232. In a thorium 
reactor, the uranium-233 that is created is accompanied by a 
very small quantity of uranium-232. As it happens, U-232 

(along with its decay products) gives off very powerful 
gamma radiation that makes it difficult to fabricate an atomic 
bomb, given the danger to the workers and the heat 
generated by the intense radioactivity of U-232 and its decay 
products. But these difficulties can be overcome, or even 
avoided altogether, by making suitable adjustments to the 
reactor operation. 

Without going into too much detail, when a thorium-232 
atom absorbs a neutron, it is transformed into an atom of 
protactinium-233, which in turn is spontaneously 
transformed into an atom of uranium-233. But if either of 
those two non-thorium atoms absorbs an additional neutron, 
before the conversion is complete, atoms of uranium-232 can 
be created – which act as unwanted pollutants. However, if 
the protactinium atoms are removed from the reactor core, 
addition neutron collisions are avoided and an 
uncontaminated supply of almost 100 percent pure uranium 
233 can be obtained by just waiting for the spontaneous 
conversion to be completed. 

Is the Thorium-Fueled "Molten Salt” Reactor a Proven 
Technology? 

The first thorium-fueled molten salt reactor ever built was 
intended to power an aircraft engine in a long-range strategic 
bomber armed with nuclear weapons. Despite massive 
expenditures, the project proved unviable as well as 
prohibitively costly and was ultimately canceled by President 
Kennedy. However, the Oak Ridge team responsible for the 
aircraft engine reactor project, under the direction of Alvin 
Weinberg, was allowed to conduct a further thorium-fueled 
molten salt reactor experiment for a period of four years, 
from 1965 to 1969. At the beginning, only U-235 was used; 
soon afterwards, a smaller amount of U-233 was used. 

During its four years of operation under experimental 
conditions, the Oak Ridge molten salt reactor experienced 
over 250 shutdowns, most of them completely unplanned. 
The molten-salt thorium fueled experience of 52 years ago at 
Oak Ridge – the only such experience available to date – 
consumed about one quarter of the total budget of the entire 
Oak Ridge nuclear complex. It is difficult to understand how 
anyone could construe this experiment as demonstrating that 
such a technology would be viable in a commercial 
environment. 

There are, at the present time, no thorium reactors operating 
anywhere in the world. 

A Summary of Thorium Reactors 

It appears that thorium-fuelled reactors pose the same kinds 
of problems, qualitatively speaking, that afflict existing 
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nuclear reactors. Problems associated with the long-term 
management of nuclear waste, and the potential for 
proliferating nuclear weapons, are not fundamentally 
different even though the detailed considerations are by no 
means identical. Since a nuclear reactor accident will have 
off-site consequences only due to the unintended release of 
high-level nuclear waste materials into the environment, 
there is no qualitative difference there either. Thorium 
reactors pose the same risk of reactor accident risks as in the 
case of a comparable non-thorium reactor. 

The "Front End" of the Nuclear Fuel Chain 

So much for the "back end" of the fuel chain, but what about 
the "front end"? What about the dangers and environmental 
consequences associated with mining a radioactive ore body 
to obtain the uranium or thorium needed to sustain a 
uranium-based or thorium-based reactor system? 

Thorium Versus Uranium 

Uranium and thorium are naturally occurring heavy metals, 
both discovered a couple of centuries ago. Uranium was 
identified in 1789. It was named after the planet Uranus, that 
was discovered just 8 years earlier. Thorium was identified in 
1828. It was named after Thor, the Norse god of thunder. 

In 1896, Henri Becquerel accidentally discovered 
radioactivity. He found that rocks containing either uranium 
or thorium give off a kind of invisible penetrating light 
(gamma radiation) that can expose photographic plates even 
if they are wrapped in thick black paper. 

In 1898, Marie Curie discovered that when uranium ore is 
crushed and the uranium itself is extracted, it is indeed found 
to be a radioactive substance, but the crushed rock contains 
much more radioactivity (5 to 7 times more) than the 
uranium itself. She identified two new elements in the 
crushed rock, radium and polonium – both radioactive and 
highly dangerous – and won two Nobel Prizes, one in Physics 
and one in Chemistry. 

The radioactive properties of both radium and thorium were 
used in medical treatments prior to the discovery of fission in 
1939. Because of the extraordinary damage done to living 
tissues by atomic radiation (a fact that was observed before 
the advent of the twentieth century) these radioactive 
materials derived from natural sources were used to shrink 
cancerous tumours and to destroy ringworm infections in the 
scalps of young children. It was later observed that while 
acute doses of atomic radiation can indeed kill malignant as 
well as benign growths, atomic radiation can also cause latent 
cancers that will not appear until decades later, even at 

chronic low dose radiation levels that cause no immediately 
perceptible biological damage. 

Uranium Mining and Mill Tailings 

It turns out that 85 
percent of the 
radioactivity in uranium 
ore is found in the 
pulverized residues after 
uranium is extracted, as a 
result of many natural 
radioactive byproducts of 
uranium called “decay 
products” or “progeny” 
that are left behind. They 
include radioactive 
isotopes of lead, 
bismuth, polonium, 
radium, radon gas, and 
others. Uranium mining 

is dangerous mainly because of the harmful effects of these 
radioactive byproducts, which are invariably discarded in the 
voluminous sand-like tailings left over from milling the ore. All 
of these radioactive decay products are much more 
radioactive and much more biologically damaging than 
uranium itself. 

See www.ccnr.org/U-238_decay_chain.png.  

(Image by Bidgee (CC BY 2.0)) 

Thorium Mining and Mill Tailings 

Thorium is estimated to be about three to four times more 
plentiful than uranium. Like uranium, it also produces 
radioactive “decay products” or “progeny” – including 
additional radioactive isotopes of lead, bismuth, polonium, 
radium, radon gas, thallium, and others. These radioactive 
byproducts are discarded in the mill tailings when thorium 
ore is milled. See www.ccnr.org/Th-232_decay_chain.png. 

Most of the naturally-occurring radioactivity found in the soil 
and rocks of planet Earth are due to the two primordial 
radioactive elements, uranium and thorium, and their many 
decay products. There is one additional primordial radioactive 
element, potassium-40, but it has no radioactive decay 
products and so contributes much less to the natural 
radioactive inventory.  

Gordon Edwards is a long time speaker, writer and activist on 
nuclear issues. The range of his writings can be found on the 
website of the Canadian Coalition for Nuclear Responsibility, 
www.ccnr.org. 

 

http://www.ccnr.org/U-238_decay_chain.png
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Bidgee
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en
http://www.ccnr.org/Th-232_decay_chain.png
http://www.ccnr.org/
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POEM: WHO THEN? (1988) 

By Dave Greenfield  
In the approaching blaze 

The approaching winds and flames 

Clouds and blackness, 

Turning back is not an option. 

  

Holes hollow in walls 

Holes in cities 

Hearts, lives, friendships 

Burned, melted in one mile-wide pot. 

  

All we have ever stood for or fallen for 

Cities, nations, languages, schools 

Burned as one witch 

Burned alive. 

  

And even if the light does not flash 

The wild knives are at work. 

Five thousand acres a day 

I've heard them say, 

Knocking tall trees, great systems 

Of greens and reds and golds 

A thousand sacred species 

Only half dreamed of. 

  

Tiger, tiger, bright in the forest 

Running, shivering 

As the warm peaceful humid night shrinks, 

Falling away 

To the glaring, searing day. 

Sun and sand, sun and sand 

Where the air returns no rain 

And the sky forms no clouds. 

  

Who then among you 

Will dare to remember? 

What tree within you 

Will dare to dream? 

Dream and remember 

Other visions, other stories 

  

Not the bright light flash blaze 

Not the burning desert, 

But sweet green 

Free, caring 

Splashing skinny in a clean river! 

  

Who then among you 

Will dare to plant himself or herself 

And say, "I am from Earth 

And of the earth 

And without the earth, I shall die."? 

  

Who then among you will dare 

To reclaim a heart-land? 

Not the land of smokestack valleys 

And Bibles and silos 

And many kinds of death 

Disguised as obligation, 

But a Heart Land, 

People building the little backyard 

Monuments to cyclical time, 

Building sacred spaces 

For gods and goddesses, 

Elves and treesprites, 

Green men and green women, 

Lovers and poets. 

 

SUPPORT THE GLOBAL CLIMATE STRIKE! 25-MAR 
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SOME THOUGHTS ON THE RESIGNATION OF RYAN 
MEILI  

By Dave Greenfield 

The resignation of NDP leader, Ryan Meili, signifies the end of 
a fifty-two year cycle, a cycle which began on March 26th 
1970. 

On March 26th 1970, an unusual joint meeting was held 
between the provincial NDP legislative caucus and the NDP 
provincial executive in a room in the Regina legislative 
building.1 The meeting was called, ostensibly, to discuss some 
issues around the Saskatchewan Waffle, (a movement around 
which the left-wing of the party was mobilizing at the time). 
Then at a certain point, one executive member stood up and 
made a speech in which he said that it was time for the party 
leader, Woodrow Lloyd, to step down. He was ruled out of 
order, but his speech changed the entire thrust of the 
discussion. From that point on in the meeting, most of the 
people present seemed to agree, to some extent or another, 
that perhaps it was time for Woodrow to say farewell and 
open the way to new leadership in the provincial party. At the 
end of the meeting, Woodrow stood up and announced that 
he would be stepping down and expressed the wish that the 
next leader would be able to command greater loyalty from 
the party caucus. 

Woodrow Lloyd was respected as the man who had led the 
party through the difficult days of the 1962 doctors strike, but 
there were some who felt that he was too much of an old 
left-socialist and that the party needed new leadership. What 
probably brought things to a head was Woodrow's voting in 
favour of the Waffle Manifesto at the 1969 federal NDP 
convention, an act that, in some people's minds, made the 
provincial party look too radical. 

Woodrow Lloyd's resignation set in motion, in the short term, 
a leadership race to choose a party leader for the 1970's, and, 
in the long term, a fifty year quest by the left social activist 
wing of the party to put forward a candidate who could win 
the provincial NDP leadership. 

In 1970, Don Mitchell would run as the Waffle candidate for 
the provincial leadership, coming in third after Allan Blakeney 
and Roy Romanow. Blakeney would lead the party to victory 
in 1971 and would govern the province until losing to the 
Conservatives in 1982, and would remain as leader until after 
failing to regain power in the 1986 election. 

Blakeney's retirement in late 1986 opened the door, 
potentially, to a leadership race. There was, however, a very 
strong sense that Roy Romanow was the party leader in 

waiting, and people seemed reluctant to challenge him. The 
left wing of the party failed to put forward a left-wing 
candidate, making Romanow's election as leader a coronation 
rather than a contest. Roy Romanow would lead the party to 
victory in 1991, get re-elected in 1995, and elected again with 
a minority government in 1999. 

Finally, in the year 2000, after having gone for thirty years 
without a leadership race, the way was opened for a 
leadership race in which issues around the direction of the 
party could be discussed, when Romanow announced his 
retirement. 

The long time social justice activist, Nettie Wiebe, would step 
forward to represent the left social activist wing of the party. 
A strong effective campaign would organize around Nettie 
Wiebe and most of the people I know would get involved. 
Nettie Wiebe would come in third after Lorne Calvert and 
Chris Axworthy. One observer commented that the 
percentage of the vote that Wiebe received in 2001 was fairly 
similar to the percentage that Don Mitchell had received 
three decades earlier. In both cases, the votes they received 
signified that wing of the party that was not particularly 
prepared to compromise with the corporate agenda, but 
wished to hold fast to a vision of a society based on deep 
socialist values. 

Lorne Calvert, the candidate who won, was perceived as 
bringing some degree of an activist background into his role 
as leader, though it was an activist background which had 
been filtered through several years in the legislature and in 
the Romanow cabinet. 

After the NDP lost power in 2007, Lorne Calvert announced 
that he planned to retire from the leadership. This meant 
another leadership contest in which the question of the 
party's direction could again be discussed, to the extent that 
different visions could be represented by various leadership 
candidates. In this leadership race, Ryan Meili emerged as 
representing the social activist wing of the party. Ryan Meili 
had been active as a student during the height of the anti-
corporate globalization protests of the early 2000's, and had 
been arbitrarily arrested by the Quebec police during the 
Quebec City FTAA protests in April 2001. 

Now, as a practicing doctor, Meili had become interested in a 
social justice approach to health and medicine. 

After losing to Dwain Lingenfelter in the leadership race of 
2009, Meili ran again for the leadership in 2012 and again in 
2018. This was the first time that a candidate from the social 
activist wing of the provincial NDP had run multiple times for 
the leadership. 
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In 2018, Ryan Meili did what Don Mitchell and Nettie Wiebe 
had not been able to do. He won the provincial NDP 
leadership. 

In 1998-99, I helped found our party which was then called 
the New Green Alliance. We started our party out of a sense 
that the NDP would probably never change to address both 
social justice and ecological issues the way they needed to be 
addressed. During the Wiebe campaign I was one of those 
who held the fort for the New Green Alliance, remaining a 
member on the executive while many people who I knew, 
(who had taken out memberships in the New Green Alliance) 
bought memberships in the NDP to vote for Nettie. During 
Ryan Meili's first bid for the NDP leadership in 2009, I 
remained on the sidelines, not being a member of either 
party. In 2012, however, I bought a membership in the NDP 
to vote for Ryan, and remained a member through the 2018 
leadership race and was glad to see Ryan win. 

When Ryan became party leader, the question was, Would he 
change the party or would the party change him. When 
someone who comes from an idealistic social activist 
background is elected as a party leader, whether as leader of 
the opposition or as a leader in government, the question is 
always, will that person stay true to the values they profess, 
or will they blend in with their political surroundings and 
forget about the values they have espoused. 

In Ryan's case, his main focus was health and social justice, 
rather than ecological concerns. He did include a section on 
climate issues in his book, "A Healthy Society", but it wasn't 
really his focus. For perhaps the first year after becoming 
leader, he did mention climate concerns from time to time, 
but he also began to endorse pipelines and assure oil workers 
and pipeline construction workers that oil and gas would 
remain a part of Saskatchewan's economy for the foreseeable 
future. 

By the fall of 2019, I had had enough of this tendency to cave 
in to the fossil fuels industry, and I was reflecting that I had 
never really felt at home in the NDP. 

Then in January of 2020, when I learned that Naomi Hunter 
was running for the leadership of the Saskatchewan Green 
Party, I bought a membership in the provincial Greens and 
essentially picked up with the Greens where I had left off 
some thirteen years earlier. 

I had first met Naomi in early 1991, during the protests 
against the First Gulf War, and had gotten to know her and 
several members of her family. I had lost track of her after 
the early 2000s, but was glad to learn that she was planning 
to become Green Party leader. 

What I've come to realize about the NDP is that climate 
concerns and ecological concerns in general are simply not in 
the NDP's DNA. Healthcare and social and economic justice 
questions tend to be in their DNA, though they aren't always 
expressed as strongly as they should be. The changes that the 
climate crisis require, and the changes that learning to live on 
our finite Earth require, are a new reality that we have 
learned of in the past fifty years, and the NDP really hasn't 
absorbed this reality into its blood and bones. 

I am a Green, because I know that the realities of living on a 
finite and fragile planet have to be our starting point. We 
must then build a just and inclusive society within the 
boundaries of the biosphere. 

The thought had crossed my mind since Ryan's election as 
NDP leader, "I wonder how long he will last as leader?". "Will 
the party, at some point, give him the Woodrow Lloyd 
treatment, sitting down with him and telling him that it's time 
for him to go, or will he resign voluntarily, realizing there are 
many in the party somewhat luke warm to his leadership?". 
Now the question is answered. Ryan Meili has decided to step 
down as leader voluntarily, feeling this was a good time to go. 

I think the three to four years he spent as leader may 
represent, in some way, the limits of how far a person who 
comes genuinely from the social activist wing of the party can 
go. At some point such a person is expected to conform to 
the expectations of a party trying to succeed in a fairly 
conservative province, or else withdraw from the scene. 

This doesn't mean that progressive activists should give up. 
Progressive Saskatchewan activists, whether in the NDP, in 
the Green Party or in the streets, will continue to fight for a 
just, peaceful and ecological world. As I write these words on 
February 20th, (World Social Justice Day), I am reminded of 
all those who have fought for social justice, peace and 
ecological balance in their time and place. We are the 
inheritors of their victories and their wisdom. 

A few final thoughts: 

I think Ryan Meili has many years left to continue to make a 
progressive contribution to Saskatchewan, most likely 
primarily as a social activist rather than as a politician, and I 
wish him all the best. 

Second, the news this morning was that Trent Wotherspoon, 
who many were pointing to as a possible successor to Ryan, 
has announced that he does not plan to run for the 
leadership. He also commented that he would like to open 
the way for new blood, i.e. new leadership candidates with 
new ideas. (Aw, but I thought Ryan Meili was supposed to be 
the new blood, says a still small voice.) 
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The names that have been mentioned as possible leadership 
candidates so far do not particularly impress me, and none of 
them strike me as being particularly principled or particularly 
winnable in a general election. 

Since the 1980's, the NDP has been claiming that Canada 
does not need a Green Party, because the NDP will 
supposedly do everything that a Green Party would do. When 
the NDP has been elected provincially in various provinces 
over the past thirty years, however, it really hasn't done 
anything significantly better for either environmental well-
being or social justice. 

The early resignation of Ryan Meili should signify to people 
that meaningful progressive change is probably not possible 
through the NDP. Deep progressive social change takes more 
than simply voting for an individual who wants to become 
leader of an establishment party, even if that individual has 
the best of intentions and the best of values. 

First, both Canada and Saskatchewan need a Green Party that 
can raise both ecological and social justice issues that other 
parties usually do not wish to deal with. Second we need a 
broad movement among the citizens that can shift people's 
consciousness and make it more likely that voters will vote 
for parties with genuine green-progressive values. 

Progressive and pro-ecological change will come through a 
combination of factors: the existence and success of Green 
Parties, the willingness of citizens to embrace green-
progressive principles, the willingness of the business and 
rural communities to move in a green direction, and the 
willingness of all parties to adopt green and progressive 
policies and implement them when in power. 
1The story of the meeting that occurred on March 26th 1970, 
where various members of the NDP provincial executive and 
provincial legislative caucus told Woodrow Lloyd that it was 
time for him to go, can be found in Woodrow: A Biography of 
W. S. Lloyd by Dianne Lloyd. 

 

SUFFERING THE SASKPARTY 

By Naomi Hunter 

Saskatchewan: The birthplace of Canada’s socialized health-
care system, rich in resources yet still a province of inequity! 
Why is this the case? Growing up here taught me that we 
take care of one another in our community. We look out for 
the needy and the vulnerable, and we expect our taxes to do 
the same. Why are so many of us still suffering so piteously? 
Is there a disconnect between the true nature of our 

humanity and the government's management of our 
collective resources? 

We can’t simply rely on the generosity of our friends and 
neighbours’ efforts through online mutual aid groups, 
community fridges and food banks. We must not normalize 
warehousing the homeless and gaslighting the poor as if 
poverty was a lifestyle choice. We must demand our elected 
government do more to ensure we all have our essential 
needs met.  

Of course, these are very tough times, with the pandemic still 
raging alongside a rapidly progressing climate crisis, but we 
mustn’t sacrifice the most vulnerable to conform to the 
dominant economic worldview of capitalism. 

 
Image by Counselling from Pixabay 1007134 

I’m not speaking academically but from a lifetime rooted in 
helping the poor, mentally ill and homeless, and from my own 
experiences as a single mother who also grew up in poverty. 
Additionally, through my work as leader of the SGP, as 
administrator of the group “I Will Help Regina” with 12,000 

https://pixabay.com/users/counselling-440107/
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=5643293
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members, and as community organizer and lifelong 
volunteer, I’m no stranger to struggle. 

Here are a couple of stories shared with me over this past 
weekend:  

One woman detailed her budget to demonstrate an obviously 
inadequate amount of income to make ends meet. This is the 
reality for one real-life Saskatchewanian, disabled and 
desperately looking for work, trying to survive on 
Saskatchewan Assured Income for Disability (SAID) benefits of 
$1134 per month. She deserves better than this: 

Rent/Utilities  $600.00 

Food*  $100.00 

Prescriptions  $6.00 

Phone  $100.00 

Bus Pass  $25.00 

Laundry  $20.00 

Bank fee  $17.00 

Subscriptions  $27.00 

Miscellaneous  $239.00 
 

 $1,134.00 

* Cut from $200 with supplements from Food Bank 

Now let’s look at another person’s experience – an 
Indigenous Woman on SAID. After she lost her ability to get a 
doctor's note because her neurologist died, the province took 
her to court. She lost, and now she owes the government 
$48,000. She tried fighting repeatedly from 2017 to 2020. Her 
advocate then died and she lost all the paperwork.  

She’s still epileptic and still has had no help from social 
services since 2018. She moved from Saskatoon to Prince 
Albert pre-covid for a minimum wage job, working from 
home with two kids. But now she’s unemployed and has been 
since July of last year. Her husband is also disabled, and they 
have never approved him for SAID and have never even tried 
to help with his special diet that he's been on for 13 years. 
They are barely able to survive now. 

These are real life stories of the SAID program. Please reach 
out to your MLA today and demand that SAID rates be 
increased to get much needed help to people immediately. 
Anti-poverty advocates have been asking for an increase in 
rates for a very long time already -- What are we waiting for? 

If we want to help both people, we need long term solutions - 
a Guaranteed Liveable Income Program, with a social safety 
system that ensures no one falls through the cracks to end up 
in the situation that the woman in my second example 
endures -- disabled and owing $48,000 to the Ministry of 
Social Services! 

It’s our Ministry and it’s time we used it to properly care for 
the people in this province. 

 

REMEMBERING RICHARD JACK 

Saskatchewan Green Party members and supporters are 
saddened to hear of the death of Richard Jack, our most 
recent interim leader, who passed away in February 2022 at 
the age of 71. 

Richard first became involved with the Saskatchewan Green 
Party at a meeting to discuss candidate selection in Regina 
Elphinstone for the upcoming 2003 general election. He was 
quite enthusiastic to help out but had to be careful at first 
due to his job with the provincial civil service. Richard was 
very devoted to progressive politics and stayed active with 
the SGP for over 19 years. As interim leader, he was the 
masterful manager/conductor of our most recent party 
leadership contest. He will be sorely missed by all. 

 

TWELVE PRINCIPLES FOR SOCIAL CHANGE 

By Dave Greenfield  
1. Ecological Well-being 
2. Social and Economic Justice 
3. Worker and Community-owned Economies 
4. Cooperation and Mutual Aid 
5. Critical Thinking 
6. Respect for Diversity 
7. Solidarity 
8. Class Analysis 
9. Seeking Alternatives to Capitalism 
10. Sustainability 
11. Participatory Democracy 
12. Peace and Nonviolence 

 

CARS, DOLLARS, AND ENERGY 

By John Klein 
In 2019 I wrote a guide for people to help them decide which 
vehicle type saved them more money: an affordable used EV 
with a solar panel grid-tied system, or a used automatic 
Honda Civic hatchback with similar features. Here's an update 
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with some more recent figures given that the costs have 
changed over the years depending on factors like 
technological improvements, and supply chain shortages. 

Now a used 2019 Civic hatchback is priced at $28,990. The 
base trim includes features like a rear-view camera, 
Bluetooth, a 5-inch display screen, and a USB port.” $35,715 
is for a 2022 Civic Sport CVT hatchback at Regina Honda as I 
write this. 

My used Nissan LEAF 2014 (bought 5 years ago), with the 
same technology features listed above plus rear heated seats, 
and heated steering wheel (handy in Winter): $15,500. At my 
old place, I had 8 solar panels which cost $8,400 installed. 
Together that’s $23,900. Today if you bought a 2015 LEAF on 
Autotrader it would be $18,000. Assuming a $10,000 solar 
panel array installed, that's $28,000. 

Now, I’m no financial genius, but a solar powered hatchback 
that costs $990 less than a new gas burning hatchback that 
also needs 2 oil changes a year, seems like a better idea. 

Doubting sorts might question, can a $10,000, 2.5kW solar 
array really power a Nissan LEAF. That’s a great question! The 
answer is complicated. The short answer is yes! 

Using a Bluetooth OBDII car-computer reading gizmo to read 
the LEAF’s battery status with my phone and the app Leaf Spy 
Lite, it reveals the car’s battery has 20kWh of capacity, down 
from its brand new 24kWh selling point. 

Using the Solar Edge website, I was able to determine that my 
solar array in March would typically produce more than 
10kWh per day. That electricity is instantly used in the house, 
the EV if plugged in to charge, and the excess goes into the 
grid. The power company, SaskPower, no longer provides a 1-
for-1 credit for the electricity provided vs. taken from their 
grid in a set year. In 2019 SaskPower ended Net Metering and 
started Net Billing. There’s now a 0.5-for-1 credit instead. It is 
still economical to get solar to offset an EV use. You're not 
paying for gas, and can include the expense of the solar array 
in your vehicle's operating budget. 

My household tends to charge our LEAF to 100% overnight on 
the Level 2 fast charger, and use it to about 50% capacity 
during the following day. That means it needs ~10kWh put 
back into it at night. Astute readers will note that’s about how 
much power the 2.5kW solar array produces during the day. 
The LEAF doesn’t need gasoline, or oil changes. You can “fill” 
it at home on a regular wall plug, or a more convenient Level 
2 charger. 

Why are people still buying new Civics as a town car? If they 
routinely travel more than 100km in the city in a day, or 70km 
at top highway speeds, the Civic might be more appealing, 

but it’s obviously more expensive and harder on your lungs 
and our planet’s living systems. 

Now, if you want to save even more money, and save more 
creatures, I have another tip for you: Buy an ebike or etrike 
instead of an EV, if you're using it for in-town travel. Your cost 
to recharge an ebike is about 2 cents. That's not a typo, it's 
really only two cents to charge an ebike battery to travel up 
to 50km. And they're more fun than any car. 

 
(Image by u_d7hddm5o from Pixabay 6950834) 

 

 

POEM: WINDMILLS (2021) 

By Dave Greenfield 
Somewhere on the prairies 

I sat down 

Beside a windmill and wept. 

I wept because 

There were so few windmills 

In my home province 

Of Saskatchewan. 

 

For years 

I have heard stories 

Of far away places 

Where things are different, 

https://pixabay.com/users/u_d7hddm5o-25321611/
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=5643293
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Places where they have built windmills 

To generate large amounts of electricity. 

 

Denmark, Germany, Spain, Scotland 

Iowa, Texas, 

Places where they have not been held back 

But have moved forward 

In turning wind into power. 

 

So I weep for Saskatchewan 

With our fixation with oil 

Coal and uranium. 

We will be dragged kicking and screaming 

Into the wind and solar age. 

  

Meanwhile I must scream 

With my fellow Greens 

And kick at the darkness 

Til the sun rises 

And the wind blows 

And there are people here 

With enough sense 

To build the windmills and solar cells 

To receive the sun and wind 

To power a new glorious dawn. 

 
Image by Ed White from Pixabay 5643293 

BOOK REVIEW: A GOOD WAR 

By Mark Bigland-Pritchard 
Seth Klein (2000), A good war: Mobilizing Canada for the climate emergency, 
ECW Press, Toronto. ISBN 978-1-77041-545-4 

Over the last couple of years, we have seen that it is possible 
for governments to find the funding necessary to respond to 
emergencies. (While many of us would have liked to see 
stronger and more enduring support for the most vulnerable 
in the face of covid, it was a definite break from current 
norms to provide as much as the federal government did.) 

The IPCC authors have just told us that the threat which 
climate change poses to human wellbeing and the health of 
the planet is “unequivocal”, and that further delay in 
addressing the crisis “will miss a brief and rapidly closing 
window of opportunity to secure a liveable and sustainable 
future for all”. We all face an even bigger emergency than the 
global pandemic. So what does emergency action mean in 
response to the climate crisis? 

In A Good War, Seth Klein provides some guideposts. He 
approaches the subject by looking at a previous 
governmental response to emergency, or rather to two 
emergencies – tooling up for World War II, and restoring the 
civilian economy afterwards. His historic focus is on the role 
of Mackenzie King’s Minister of Munitions and Supply, CD 
Howe, a right-wing Liberal who nevertheless recognised, as a 
pragmatic engineer, that dealing with an emergency requires 
largescale government expenditure. 

Each of Klein’s chapters begins with historical accounts of the 
success of Howe’s initiatives (though sometimes also the 
injustice of measures not taken), and then sets out policy 
parallels to address today’s bigger-than-Hitler emergency. 
Calling for an end to appeasement of fossil corporations, he 
denounces “the new denialism” of politicians who recognise 
the reality of climate change but fail to advocate policies 
commensurate with the scale of the crisis. After considering 
the wartime propaganda campaign he calls for public 
education to back serious action, and shows the viability of 
such action with an encouraging set of opinion poll results 
broadly in favour of a just transition. Noting that federal-
provincial differences were substantial in the early 1940s, he 
sees the same phenomenon today as a problem that can be 
solved in ensuring that necessary measures can be taken. 
And, importantly, he stresses the need to include everyone, 
to leave nobody behind, in measures designed to protect the 
whole of society. 

The core of the book is taken up with the types of measures 
which Howe pursued to transform the Canadian economy – 

https://pixabay.com/users/edwhiteimages-5746252/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=5643293
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=5643293
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wholesale conversion of factories, retraining of workers, 
establishment of multiple new crown corporations, strategic 
state planning focussed on addressing the emergency (and 
therefore limiting private profits), pragmatism as to whether 
particular tasks are better done by the public or the private 
sector. The equivalents for today are clear to Klein – and he 
comes out strongly in support of the plans proposed in 
several jurisdictions worldwide under the names of just 
transition and a Green New Deal. The retooling necessary to 
address the climate crisis requires a massive skilled labour 
force, it requires proper support and respect for workers and 
their communities, and it provides an opportunity to build an 
economy which moves away from our colonialist and 
extractivist past. In short, the emergency could be an 
opportunity to build economic and social justice in Canada. 

But this requires money – lots of it. While solar and wind are 
the cheapest options for electrical generation now, it takes 
investment to put them in place at the rate which the physics 
of 1.5°C demands. Large-scale financing is required for other 
necessary moves – for example, electric vehicle 
infrastructure, efficient universally-available public transit, 
deep building energy retrofits and especially decarbonisation 
of major industries. To those who would complain loudly 
against both deficit spending and high taxation, part of the 
answer must be to point to the catastrophe towards which 
inaction is leading us. But the other part is to look at currently 
neglected means of funding – green victory bonds; penalties 
on the use of tax havens; increased tax on capital gains, on 
large corporations, on the wealthiest and on inheritance. 
Concluding this chapter, Klein quotes Nobel-winning 
economist Joseph Stiglitz: 

“Yes, we can afford [a Green New Deal], with the right fiscal 
policies and collective will. But more importantly we must 
afford it. The climate emergency is our Third World War. Our 
lives and civilisation are at stake.” 

Much of the remainder of the book is taken up with some of 
the things that Mackenzie King and Howe failed to address, 
and some of their downright injustices. Klein devotes a 
chapter to the vital role of Indigenous people in resisting the 
colonialism and extractivism that has led us to the current 
crisis. He emphasises the value of strong civil society action. 
He calls for an internationalism quite different from the WW2 
actions of shunning refugees and detaining or relocating 
Japanese-Canadians. Then the final chapter looks at the 
stance of Canadian political parties – and Klein finds all of us 
falling short of what is needed. My impression is that the 
Green Party of Canada comes out better than any of the 
others in this analysis (as it should!). However, as Greens, we 

need to give careful consideration to his claims that the GPC’s 
fiscal commitments to the emergency “leave something to be 
desired (hamstrung as they are to a misplaced commitment 
to balanced budgets)” and that our policy specifics on just 
transition and Indigenous rights were “insufficient”. 

 
Image by Becker1999 (CC BY 2.0) 

At several points in the text, Klein provides a long list of 
actions which governments should be pursuing. While we 
don’t have to be bound by Klein’s priorities, these provide is a 
profoundly useful starting point for those of us who are 
actively working for policy change. A group of us in Climate 
Justice Saskatoon is looking through those lists and 
identifying key demands to make, first of our municipal 
government and subsequently of provincial and federal 
decision-makers. 

As I read the book, I found myself in very substantial 
agreement with his approach (leaving aside some concern at 
his lack of nuance in advocacy for technologies which are 
appropriate for his own situation in Vancouver but less so in 
other locations). But I also felt some unease – and not just the 
unease of a long-time anti-war campaigner in working 
through the historic passages. My unease is about the state 
and its institutions. Living in a province where existing crown 
corporations have failed miserably in addressing the crisis, 
and have resisted every move towards serious 

https://www.flickr.com/people/21426642@N07
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en


THE WEAVER Vol 1 Spring Equinox 2022 
A Publication of the Saskatchewan Green Party 

 

 

18 
 

decarbonisation, I wonder what it would take to get the 
organs of the state on the correct side of history. 
Furthermore, I fear the long-term implications of emergency 
measures – by empowering the state, will they disempower 
local citizens’ initiatives? So, I would want to add to all Klein’s 
government initiatives a commitment, written in at the 
outset, to devolve power and responsibility to local 
democratically-run citizens’ cooperatives as soon as this is 
possible. Surely that would be part of a truly just transition. 

It’s a long and detailed book – and a lot of detail is needed to 
address a complex crisis. But Klein’s position can perhaps best 
be summarised by the series of action points made in a video 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XUJw5cLyfEk) by his 
Climate Emergency Unit (which is housed by the Suzuki 
Foundation): 

• Spend what it takes 

• Create new institutions 

• Don’t encourage change: require it 

• Tell the truth 

• Leave nobody behind. 

In this, I think, Klein has grasped the essentials of dealing with 
an emergency – and we need to listen and take action. 

 

DRIVING RESPONSIBLY  

By Maria Rose Lewans 
Driving has become an integral part of our lives – for better or 
worse; given the changing nature of this world, we should 
consider ways to not only minimize the use of vehicles in our 
lives but also how to reduce our emissions until we get there. 
Reducing our highway speed from 110 km/hr to 90 km/hr can 
translate into a 20% reduction in fuel consumption. Not only 
is this better for the planet and our wallets, it also makes the 
roads safer for drivers and wildlife. I find it interesting that I 
feel more relaxed when I remember to reduce my speed. 
Driving has become so normalized that it's easy to forget we 
are moving at incredible speeds in a hunk of metal on often 
poor roads, with overtired and distracted drivers abounding 
and wildlife that don't know how to interpret these strange 
contraptions. I encourage people to consider allowing more 
time for your trips, even some of the time. We cannot 
discount the small actions that can make big differences while 
we continue this journey to truly understand what 
reconciliation means. 

Electric vehicles have become a popular talking point as we 
try to figure out how to live sustainably. I have serious 
concerns about the ways we are rationalizing this pursuit, and 

how easily the justifications to ignore the environmental 
impacts of creating a whole new industry slip off our tongues. 
I think we need to consider more seriously how our first 
world upbringings distort our ability to fully comprehend the 
implications, especially their very real impacts on those living 
in countries less favoured by royalty. I feel the only real 
solution would be to phase out the concept of vehicles from 
our lives and learn to be at one with nature once more. If that 
should be the ultimate goal, shouldn't we be promoting 
responsible use of vehicles (as tools, not toys), ending any 
new production of vehicles in any form, and proper 
maintenance with the training of more mechanics? Vehicles 
are unnecessarily discarded in the quest for the new, the 
novel, and status. Have we not yet learned that the “Jones'” 
are living a lie and the pursuit leaves us more lost and empty 
than ever? Let's change the way we think, not merely the way 
we pollute. 

 

 

AN INVITATION TO JOIN THE WEAVER TEAM 
Do you have Microsoft Word (or other word processing 
programs) layout skills and an interest in choosing 
graphics? The Weaver invites you to volunteer and join 
our team. If you are interested, please email 
nancy.carswell@saskgreen.ca or call her at 306-747-3769. 
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INVITATION TO CONTRIBUTE 
There are too many of us now, Green members and supporters, for the Weaver staff to reach out to each recipient of this issue to 
ask “Do you have something to say to, or to share with, the rest of us?” 

Don't be shy, dear reader. We are available to work with you so that an article, letter, report, or poem of yours appears in the 
Weaver. The insights, problems, frustrations, helpful hints and shareable joys of Greens and green-friendly folks throughout the 
province help us to really understand one another and to co-operate for a just and climate-sane Saskatchewan. 

The Weaver Editorial team reserves the right to edit any article we receive. If we do substantive editing, we will connect with you 
for your approval or to see if you wish to withdraw your article.  

David Walther, Weaver Editorial Team 

info@saskgreen.ca 
 

THE WEAVER – Spring Equinox 2022  
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Editing by:  
Dave Greenfield  
David Walther  
Victor Lau

Layout and formatting by:  
Nancy Carswell  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A Publication of 

The Saskatchewan Green Party 
www.saskgreen.ca 

http://www.saskgreen.ca/

